
BY DARREN TROMBLAY
Lake Panorama Times

This is the time of year when 
Lake Panorama’s Mike Patten 
rues. 

As winter outdoor sports 
wind down around Lake Pan-
orama in direct proportion 
with the rate in which tem-
peratures go up, the president 
of the Raccoon Valley Snow 
Chasers snowmobiling club 
looks back on what has been an 
outstanding couple of months 
of “sledding.”

Central Iowa was blessed 
with record-breaking snow-
fall totals in 2020-21. And while 
most people stayed inside and 
complained about Ol’ Man 
Winter, Patten and his group 
of 30 to 35 members were out-
side taking full advantage of 
it. As were others. The Lake 
Panorama area and surround-
ing trails are a perfect combi-
nation of beauty and fun for 
snowmobilers of all ages. 

Area snowmobilers have 
been chomping at the bit for 
the last five years to get out, 
throttle up, and put some miles 
on their sleds. 

“In the mid 1990s, we had 
good snow, but had no groom-
ing machines,” Patten said. “We 
just kind of freelanced around. 
Ironically, the last five years, 

the machines have been better, 
but the snow has been spot-
ty. This was the first season in 
which a trail could be ridden 
for more than a week.”

Like its summer brethren 
the waverunner, snowmobil-
ing can be a great winter out-
door activity for young and old 
alike. That is, if the snow falls. 
Here in Iowa, that’s touch and 
go. One big snowfall does not 

necessarily mean weeks and 
weeks of great riding. 

“One of our biggest problems 
is that we get a blizzard, and 
then it takes a couple of days 
to get the snow settled down to 
where we can enjoy it,” Patten 
said. “And then we have a day 
or two before it melts. When it 
snows, we have to hit it hard.”
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Snowmobiling around Lake Panorama
Near-record snowfall totals kept the trails busy this winter season.
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TAKE A HIKE! 
It’s been a great year for snow lovers.

Members of the Raccoon River Valley Snow Chasers take a break while trail riding around Lake Panorama.

BY DARREN TROMBLAY
Lake Panorama Times

Perennial snow-lovers Coop 
and Tim Rickert of Lake Pan-
orama left town in mid-Janu-
ary for the warmer weather of 
the west, thinking Iowa might 
be in for another snow-shy 
winter.

Boy, were they wrong.
“We love Iowa snows and 

were bummed this year that 
we left just when the Iowa 
winter was firing up,” Coop 
laughs. “We love to have a fire 
inside, but we also have been 
known to have a fire in the 
fire pit outside in the middle 
of winter. All our friends in 
Iowa kept telling us how much 

snow they were getting, and 
we were wishing we’d stayed!”

Normally, the Rickerts can 
be found around Lake Pan-
orama doing one of the things 
they enjoy most in the win-
ter: hiking. 

“We hike a lot on the par-3 
golf course in the snow and 
on the nearby cross country 
trail,” she says. 

The wooded area just out-
side of the 9-hole Panorama 
West golf course normally 
used for high school cross 
country meets during the 
fall provides a spectacular 
winter backdrop for the pair, 
who have been hiking together 
since 2003. 

“It’s 2 miles, maybe a little 

more, and it’s where we re-
ally enjoy hiking; it’s just gor-
geous,” Rickert says. “You’ll 
see wildlife like deer, fox, owls 
— and it’s just peaceful. The 
wildlife is simply amazing.”

The man-made trail near 
Panorama West is groomed, 
with no gravel used in the pro-
cess. Just the way they like it. 

“We like it because it’s natu-
ral,” Rickert says.

Both will bring walking 
sticks and have learned to 
layer up over the years. 

“Even if it’s below 0, we’ll 
go,” Rickert says. “We just 
make sure we have enough 
layers on our feet, hands and 
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HIKING, PAGE 2 Coop Rickert says she enjoys the serenity of hiking around Lake Panorama in the winter. 
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ON THE LAKE

BY SHANE GOODMAN
Editor and Publisher

Growing up in north cen-
tral Iowa, my friends and I 
spent a lot of time on snow-
mobiles. Snow was in abun-
dance, and we had no fear. 
Snowmobiles in the 1970s 
and 1980s don’t compare to 
what can be found today, but 
we were still in heaven. Of 
course, our 1972 and 1973 
Sno-Jets were broken down 
much of the time, but, thank-
fully, my brother Steve en-
joyed fixing them. I just 
liked to ride. The need for 
speed was exhilarating with 
the feeling of snow hitting 
our faces, the sound of the 
engines humming and the 
smell of fuel in the air. I have 
great memories of snow-
mobiling in my youth, but 
I have not had many chances 
to re-live those experiences 
as an adult. Snow has typi-
cally not been in abundance 
in this neck of the woods, 
and bouncing on snow drifts 
doesn’t sound as appealing to 
this 52-year-old today. Even 
so, this month’s feature on 
snowmobiling brought back a 
lot of great memories, which 
brings me to my next subject.  

A few thank yous
I want to share a few thank 
yous to some folks who con-
tributed to this month’s is-
sue. Darren Tromblay has 
been a longtime co-worker 
and friend who I first met 
at Waldorf College in 1987. 
We have worked together 
at newspapers including 
The Tri-County Times, The 
Nevada Journal, The Dallas 
County News and, in recent 
years, CITYVIEW and our 
Iowa Living magazines. 
He continues to do free-
lance writing for us today, 
and he wrote the snowmo-
biling and hiking features 
in this issue, as well as the 
ice fishing story last month. 
Thank you, Darren.

I also want to thank Trish 
Hart, who is featured in a 
story this month along with 
her incredible photography, 
which we also used as our 
banner photo this month. 
We hope to feature more of 
her work in months ahead.  

A PHS wrestling legend
Congratulations are in or-
der for Panorama High 
School’s Wyatt Appleseth, 
who reached the finals of the 

Iowa High School Athletic 
Association’s state wrestling 
tournament in the Class 2A 
160 pound weight class. He 
dropped a 7-2 decision to So-
lon’s Hayden Taylor in the 
championship match. Ap-
pleseth is Panorama’s only 
four-time state tournament 
qualifier and logged an in-
credible 170 career wins. He 
is the son of Ann and Mike 
Appleseth.  

Looking forward to summer
As winter winds down and 
warmer months start creep-
ing in, we will all be itching 
to get back to summertime 
activities at Lake Panorama. 
And we look forward to shar-
ing your stories.

As always, thanks for read-
ing. n

Shane Goodman

A WRESTLER WHO 
LEFT HIS MARK... 
SNOWMOBILES... AND A 
FEW THANK YOUS

face, especially.”
 The walking sticks have 

been more of a benefit than 
she could have imagined.

“Tim bought them for me 
for Christmas one year and 
saw how quickly I could walk 
and how much easier it was,” 
she says. “I don’t know how 
I even did it without them in 
the past.” 

Rickert says they always car-
ry a backpack with them to 
store necessities. Even though 
it’s cold, they pack water and 
the requisite hand and feet 
warmers. In the backpack is 
also a first aid kit, and the pair 

have bandanas tied to 
their walking sticks to 
help with any watery 
eyes and/or runny 
noses that frequently 
happen during walks 
in the winter. Phones 
are kept in an inside pocket 
in their jackets and near their 
bodies to avoid battery drain 
in the cold.

All in all, it’s a winter won-
derland for Rickerts and oth-
ers alike.

“That’s one of the things we 
like about Lake Panorama — 
on both the east and west sides 
— is that there are no side-

walks,” she says. “It’s just a 
real natural setting; it’s a little 
oasis in itself. We often go on 
what we call ‘deer patrol’ in 
the evenings in our golf cart 
on the Lake Panorama roads 
in the spring, summer and fall, 
and we count the deer. There 
have been a couple of times 
where we’ve counted more 
than 80 deer in less than an 
hour.” n

Record-breaking snowfall created some great scenic 
moments for hikers around Lake Panorama.

Tim and Coop Rickert of Lake 
Panorama enjoy going outside 
and hiking during the winter. 
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Being a part of the club
Raccoon Valley Snow Chasers 
Media Director Jim Wyckoff 
said the popularity of snow-
mobiling reached a peak in the 
1970s and has tapered off ever 
since. Former President Eric 
Chrystal helped jumpstart the 
club, bringing in new mem-
bers, sponsorships and, most 
importantly, renewed interest 
in the sport. Now that baton 
has been passed to Patten.

The Chasers became in-
volved with the Iowa State 
Snowmobile Association 
(ISSA) in 2009 and won the 
ISSA Club of the Year award 
in 2011.

In the ISSA, the state is di-
vided into 10 regions, with in-
dividual clubs within each. 
The Raccoon River Valley 
Snow Chasers is in Region 7 
and includes members from 
Guthrie, Greene and Dallas 
counties. Everything within 
the club is done on a volun-
teer basis, Patten said. Each 
club applies for grants through 
ISSA, which allocates funds 
to the clubs, covering costs 
such as fuel and repairs for 
groomers.

Wyckoff said the efforts of 
the Patten family have made 
a great deal of difference, not 
only in keeping and recruiting 
new members, but in help-
ing acquire the grooming ma-
chines that have made riding 
much more pleasant.

“They do a great job of keep-
ing the club active,” Wyckoff 
said of the Pattens’ efforts. “We 
currently have about 120 miles 
of groomed trails, and it makes 
the riding really nice.”

Overall, nearly 8,000 miles 
of snowmobile trails exist in 
the state of Iowa for riders to 
enjoy.

The club gathers the sec-
ond Thursday of each month, 
November through March, at 
the Lake Panorama Confer-
ence Center.

“They provide us a good 

menu, good wait staff, good 
food, and we really enjoy hold-
ing the meetings there,” Wyck-
off said. 

At the meetings, members 
review finances and take care 
of business like most clubs do, 
but most of the time, Patten 
says, it’s just about getting to-
gether with friends.

“Most of the time, we just 
get together, have fun, and 
talk about what we’ve done, 
where we rode, and how the 
trails are looking,” Patten says. 

Yearly membership dues 
are $40. It is $10 more for a 
Raccoon River Bike Trail pass, 
which riders must possess if 
they plan on taking the trail.

Looking back
Both men have long histo-
ries in snowmobiling, dat-
ing back to when they were 
young children. For Patten, 
his love of the sport extends 
beyond just getting outside 
with some friends.

“I grew up doing it, and I 
like the family aspect of it, but 
I also like that when it’s cold 
and snowing out, and everyone 
is complaining and moaning, 
you’re the one who is excited,” 
he said. “You get to go out there 
and have a great time.” 

Wyckoff remembers the 
days in which he’d have his 
sled parked in the garage as 
much as he’d have it outside 
and running properly. 

“Back then, you worked 
on them more than you 
rode them,” Wyckoff joked. 
“Technology has greatly im-
proved over the years. They 
are so much better ergonomi-
cally, and they’re more reli-
able. Modern snowmobiles 
are considerably safer than 
those of decades past. They’re 
much more expensive, too, but 
it’s a greater pleasure to ride 
them these days.”

His father turned Wyckoff 
on to snowmobiling when he 
was 10 years old. His first sled 

was a 1969 Galaxy, followed by 
a 1971 Ski Doo Nordic. Wyck-
off said he got away from the 
sport once he graduated from 
high school and moved on to 
other things in life. But the 
itch was still there. His deci-
sion to scratch it was one of 
the best he’s made.

“About 20 years ago, I was 
trying to figure out where I 
was going to take my family 
on vacation in the winter, and 
we decided to go to Yellow-
stone for a snowmobile tour 
through the park,” Wyckoff 
says. “That was an awesome 
experience. We got to go down 
snow-covered roads right in 
Yellowstone Park, rode right 
next to buffalo that were walk-
ing beside the road. That kind 
of got me back into it, and I’ve 
been doing that for the past 
20 years or so on a regular ba-
sis, including several trips to 
Minnesota and Wisconsin.”

The rules of law
Snowmobiling rules are simi-
lar to those for cars, only you’re 
not riding on the road, Patten 
says. He offered the following 
tips for snowmobilers:

Make sure you know the 
area or go with someone 
who does.  

Stop at the stop signs along 
highways and watch out for 
cars.

Never ride alone, which 
is probably the most impor-
tant tip. 

Speed is mostly common 
sense. “I think 50 mph is a 
good number. We put low 

speed limits in town to help 
keep the noise down.” 

Wear good gear. “It was 
so cold this year, and peo-
ple would ask how we could 
snowmobile in that weather. 
If you have good gear, you’ll 

The Raccoon River Valley Snow Chasers’ trail groomer was busy this winter, providing 
snowmobilers a smooth ride through beautiful terrain. 
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Lake Panorama resident Jim Wyckoff has been snowmobiling since he was 10 years old.

be all right. There’s no such 
thing as poor weather, just 
poor clothing.”

Snowmobilers must have 
an updated registration as 
well, Wyckoff added, which 
can be obtained from your 
local county courthouse. 
Riders also have to have a 
state trail pass, including 
for the Raccoon River Bike 
Trail, which riders have to 
obtain as well. 

LPA rules
According to John Rutledge, 
general manager of the Lake 
Panorama Association, snow-
mobilers are required to fol-
low LPA rules and guidelines:

All regulations regarding 
snowmobiles promulgated by 
the State of Iowa shall apply, 
including, but not limited to, 
age restrictions. 

The off-road recreational 

vehicle regulations and laws 
of the State of Iowa shall apply 
to the Lake Panorama Sub-
division. 

Snowmobiles may be oper-
ated on a member’s lot only, 
or on areas specifically des-
ignated by the Lake Panora-
ma Board of Directors or LPA 
management as authorized 
by the Board of Directors. 

Rutledge says the bottom 
line is people can snowmo-
bile on the lake and on the 
marked route that is main-
tained by the Raccoon Valley 
Snow Chasers organization. 

“As long as they are on the 
marked trail and are doing 
things safely along that trail, 
we’re fine with it,” he says.

Rutledge encourages peo-
ple to be especially vigilant 
now as the season winds 
down. 

“The rapidly increasing 

temperatures, along with 
rainfall and snow melt, can 
make the ice variable and un-
safe,” he says. “We encourage 
people to use a lot of caution 
as we move into the thaw pe-
riod.” n

Raccoon Valley 
Snow Chasers 
Board Members

Mike Patten - president
Craig Flack - safety director 
Jim Wyckoff - media director

For more information, email 
Mike Patten at mjpat76@aol.
com or Jim Wyckoff at jim@
jimwyckoff.com. To join the 
club, email Patten or call him 
at 515-669-0473. The club 
meets the second Thursday 
of each month. n

BY SUSAN THOMPSON 
Lake Panorama Times

Rob Riggins is the new head 
golf professional at Lake Pan-
orama National Resort and 
has been on the job since early 
February. Riggins has exten-
sive experience in various as-
pects of the golf industry and 
has a passion for growing the 
game of golf with both juniors 
and adults. 

“I am excited to welcome 
Rob to Lake Panorama Na-
tional,” says Royce Shaffer, 
LPN operations manager. 
“He brings years of experi-
ence to LPN. As he settles 
in, I believe Rob will create 
an experience that our mem-
bership will be proud of. His 
passion for teaching will grow 
the game, which ultimately 
will increase membership at 
Lake Panorama National and 
Panorama West.”

Riggins comes to LPN from 
the Des Moines Golf and Coun-
try Club, where he was a golf 
professional, tournament di-
rector and golf instructor for 
nearly three years. 

He got his start in golf at a 
young age.

“I grew up in southern Cali-
fornia in a town called Sau-
gus, about 30 miles north of 
Los Angeles. My uncle would 
drag me to the course when 
I was a kid. He would just 
hand me a club and say ‘I’ll 
meet you at the green.’ I was 
hooked from the first mo-
ment,” Riggins says. “Other 
times my aunt would drop me 
off at the course on her way to 
work and pick me up on her 
way home. I would spend all 
day playing and practicing.”

While in California, Riggins 
was a tournament player for 10 
years on multiple golf tours.

“I played a few professional 

golf tours over the years. For 
instance, the Asian Tour, Ca-
nadian Tour, a few Korn Ferry 
events and some profession-
al mini tours in the U.S.,” he 
says. “The hardest part about 
playing golf for a living is be-
ing on a different golf course 
all the time and expecting to 
play great.” 

He was the tournament di-
rector and golf professional at 
the Robinson Ranch Golf Club 
in Santa Clarita, California, 
for four years. He also worked 
at four other golf courses in 
Valencia, Thousand Oaks and 
Los Angeles.  

Riggins moved from Cali-
fornia to Iowa eight years ago. 

“For those of us not born in 
Iowa, it seems we find our way 
here for either love or a job. I 
moved here for love, then also 
found a job,” he says. 

He was hired as the gen-

eral manager and director 
of golf instruction at Jester 
Park, a position he held for 
four years before moving to the 
Des Moines Golf and Country 
Club. He currently lives in the 
West Des Moines area. After 
settling in Iowa, Riggins played 
in the Iowa Open a few times 
when it was at Lake Panorama. 

“I have always admired the 
Lake Panorama National Re-
sort,” he says. “I’m so pleased 
to be here and look forward 
to helping our members and 
guests in any way I can.”  

Riggins says golf instruc-
tion is a passion of his. 

“I enjoy helping people ad-
vance their skills as a golfer. 
Seeing positive results in their 
game reflects directly on their 
desire to play,” he says. “I plan 
to develop and grow golf clin-

NEW HEAD GOLF PRO 
HIRED AT LPN 
Rob Riggins comes from the Des Moines Golf and Country Club, where he was a 
golf professional, tournament director and golf instructor for nearly three years. 

Rob Riggins, shown in the Lake Panorama National Resort 
pro shop, is the new head golf professional at the LPN. His 
first day on the job was in early February. Most recently 
he was a golf professional, tournament director and golf 
instructor at the Des Moines Golf and Country Club. 
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to a Traditional IRA past age 72, as long as you meet the earned-income 
requirement.

If you have reached RMD age, you may have the opportunity to draw a 
little less income from your retirement savings accounts in 2022. The 
I.R.S. knows that on the whole, Americans are living longer than they 
used to, and therefore, their retirement savings need to last longer. 
Because of this, it plans to update the life expectancy tables used for the 
calculation of RMDs.

Consider the upsides to smaller RMDs. A little more of your retirement 
money stays in the account, with further potential for tax-deferred 
growth. As RMDs represent taxable income, a marginally smaller RMD 
may leave you with slightly less income tax linked to the distribution.



PAGE 6  |  LAKE PANORAMA TIMES  |  MARCH EDITION 2021  |  WWW.LAKEPANORAMATIMES.COM

515-661-3208
josh@woodducklandscapes.com

@WoodDuckLandscapes

WOODDUCKLANDSCAPES.COM/CAREERS

SUPERIOR SERVICE. SUPERIOR QUALITY. 

WE’RE HIRING!

Dee Powell
Owner/Realtor®

deepowell@lakepanoramarealty.com

515-202-3312 

John McDermott
Realtor®

johnmcdermott641@gmail.com

641-431-0042 

Lee Anne Howe
Realtor®

leeannehowe@outlook.com

515-782-7688 

Julie Wykoff
Broker/Realtor®

julie@juliewykoff.com

515-778-0053 

 
OFFICE PHONE: 641-755-3276 • 505 E. Main Street, Panora • www.lakepanoramarealty.com

Not intended to solicit currently listed properties. Licensed to sell Real Estate in Iowa.

4620 Panorama Dr.
$320,000  

OPEN HOUSE 
MARCH 20TH

Now is eggs-actly the right time 
to list your home! Call us for a free 
competitive market analysis.

No bunny knows 
real estate
like we do!

300 West Street
 Great Starter Home! 

$69,900

5076 Karen Dr #320
3 bedroom 
$185,900

6922 Andrews Terrace 
2.6 ACRES 
$85,000

Spend your summer here!

Check our website for more details

 Happy Easter from all of us
at Lake Panorama Realty!

5060 Karen Dr #316 
3 bedroom 
$179,000
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The 10 Squared Women of 
Guthrie County held its first 
quarter meeting both live 
and with the option of vir-
tual attendance and voting. 
After hearing three presen-
tations on Tuesday, Feb. 16, 
2021, the Bagley Public Li-
brary was chosen to receive 
the first round of funding for 
2021 from the group. The group 
is proud to announce a lump 
sum of $10,100 was presented 
to Bagley Public Library. This 
consists of 10 Squared Women 
member donations and several 
employer matches. The group 
expects a few more member 
donations to come in as well.

The Bagley Public Library’s 
mission is to ensure that the 
people of the city of Bagley and 
the surrounding rural areas 
(regardless of age, financial 
status or ethnic background) 
have the right and means to 
free and open access to ideas, 
information and technology, 
which are fundamental to a 
democracy. The library will 
protect intellectual freedom, 
promote literacy, encourage 
lifelong learning and provide 
materials, formats and infor-
mation services to meet these 
needs.

The Bagley Public Library 
provides a place for commu-
nity members to gather and 
socialize. Their library offers 
public computer access, 24/7 
Wi-Fi, faxing and copying, a 
meeting room, a large variety 
of books including large print, 
free DVD checkouts, Bridges, 
and their library online card 
catalog. Their programs in-
clude summer reading, sto-
ry hour, reading with Zoey 
the therapy dog, gather and 
chat social hour, and game 
choice of the week for adults 
(cards, dominoes, cribbage). 
The donation from 10 Squared 
Women will go toward real-
izing their dream of replacing 
the original carpet, remodel-
ing the kitchen and updating 
the bathroom in the library. 

“The Bagley Public Library 
director, staff and board of 
trustees wish to express our 
sincere gratitude to the 10 
Squared Women of Guthrie 
County for your generosity. You 
have made what seemed to be 
an impossible goal become 
possible,” says Joni Dvorak, 
president, library board of 
trustees.

The 10 Squared Women’s 
group holds meetings quar-
terly at Lake Panorama Con-
ference Center the fourth 
Tuesday in February, May, 
August and November, sub-
ject to change. Upcoming 
meeting dates are Tuesday, 
May 25, Tuesday, Aug. 24 and 
Tuesday, Nov. 16 (held a week 
earlier due to Thanksgiving). 
Members in attendance hear 
from three nominated orga-
nizations, drawn from “the 
hat” of member-nominated 
organizations at random, and 
vote on the winning cause that 
night. COVID-19 has created 
the need to do things a little 
differently, as far as electron-
ic conversations and virtual 
presentations, meetings and 
votes on the causes that will 
be funded. 

10 Squared Women is fo-
cused on helping and donat-
ing to local organizations that 
vow to put those charitable 
funds to work, right in our back 
yards. The funds are used in 
various projects to benefit 
Guthrie County communi-
ty’s residents.

The group currently has 
approximately 93 members 
and 20 organizations nomi-
nated. It strongly encourages 
additional philanthropic or-
ganizations and new mem-
bers to come forward. Since 
10 Squared Women of Guthrie 
County was formed in Janu-
ary 2017, it has contributed 
nearly $186,000 toward various 
causes in our county. These 
have included cities of Yale and 
Jamaica park improvements, 
and now city of Bagley for its 
library, daycare and preschool 
programs in Adair and Guthrie 

Center (KidZone) and Panora 
(Little Panther), School Back-
pack programs at AC/GC, West 
Central Valley and Panorama, 
as well as programs that ben-
efit residents from all corners 
of Guthrie County: Guthrie 
County Helping Hands (Habi-
tat for Humanity projects in 
Stuart, Casey, Guthrie Center, 
Adair, Panora, Yale, Menlo, Ja-
maica, and Bagley), New Op-
portunities, Panora P.E.T.S., 
Guthrie Activity Center, Tori’s 
Angels Foundation, Guthrie 
County Sheriff’s Chaplains, 
Guthrie County Historical 
Village Foundation, Guth-
rie County Hospital Foun-
dation, and Guthrie County 
Arts Council. 

10 Squared Women mem-
bers are encouraged to talk to 
their friends, neighbors and 
family about the group, and to 
share the group within their 
social circles. Members are 
not required to attend meet-
ings; however, in order for 
their vote to count, must be 
in attendance at the meeting. 
All members are expected to 
write their donation checks 
whether they can attend the 
meeting and vote or not.

The group is continuous-
ly looking for new members 
who are excited about helping 
their communities and Guth-
rie County. To learn how to get 
involved, visit their Facebook 
page at https://www.facebook.
com/10squaredwomengc, or 
email them at 10squaredgc@
gmail.com. Membership 
Forms and Frequently Asked 
Questions can be found on 
their Facebook page or by con-
tacting them through Face-
book or email. n

10 Squared Women of Guthrie 
County presents donations
Bagley Public Library was chosen to receive the first round of funding for 2021.

GOLF PRO
FROM PAGE 5

Lake Panorama Times is a monthly newspaper published by Big Green 
Umbrella Media Inc., an Iowa corporation. Contents 2021 Big Green 
Umbrella Media, Inc. All rights reserved. Nothing may be reprinted in whole 
or in part without permission of the publisher. Editorial Policies: Contact the 
publisher for permission to reprint articles, cartoons or any other portions 
of the paper. Lake Panorama Times is not responsible for unsolicited 
manuscripts. All letters received become the property of the publisher. We 
reserve the right to print letters in condensed form and to edit them for libel.

EDITOR & PUBLISHER: Shane Goodman
VICE PRESIDENT: Jolene Goodman
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE: Stormy Baker
DESIGN MANAGER: Celeste Tilton
GRAPHIC DESIGNER: Jordan Huxford

CONTRIBUTORS: Susan Thompson
 Cheryl Temple
 Darren Tromblay
BUSINESS OFFICE MGR: Brent Antisdel
DISTRIBUTION: Patrick Clemmons

TO SUBSCRIBE: 
Visit www.LakePanoramaTimes.com 
and click on the “SUBSCRIBE” link. 
Subscriptions are $24 per year (12 issues).

8101 Birchwood Court, Suite D, Johnston, IA 50131
515-953-4822  |  www.LakePanoramaTimes.com

ics and group lessons, because 
the group atmosphere seems 
less intimidating. The feeling 
everyone is watching you is a 
big fear to those just begin-
ning, and the group environ-
ment seems to help players 
get past that.”

Riggins says he prefers to 
work with smaller groups. 

“Five or six people is my 
comfort zone to ensure 
enough attention is given 
to everyone,” Riggins says. 
“Private lessons also will be 
available by appointment.” 

Lake Panorama National 
has offered a junior golf school 
for more than 20 years, and 
Riggins plans to build on that 
to further advance the game 
of golf at the LPN. 

“Growing up, I was involved 
in a great junior golf program,” 
he says. “I love to see juniors 
excited about playing and get-
ting better. The current pro-
gram will remain, and I will 
do everything I can to grow 
the junior program further.”

Riggins says his first few 
weeks on the job have been 
spent “gett ing my head 
wrapped around the opera-

tion. I don’t like change just 
for the sake of change. I like 
to evaluate first,” he says. “I’m 
sure there will be some chang-
es as we move forward. All 
2021 tournaments and special 
events on the calendar will re-
main in place. I would like to 
add some new, fun events and 
am putting ideas together.”

Riggins plans to play a key 
role in all LPN golf leagues, 
and also is eager to help at 
Panorama West in any way 
possible. 

“I want everyone to feel wel-
come and wanted,” he says. “I 
have been involved with all 
the different leagues at the 
courses I have been at, and 
I expect to give everyone the 
same attention here.”

Michael Kleinwolterink 
started working at the LPN 
as a teenager in the cart barn, 
moved to the pro shop, and 
was the first assistant pro there 
for many years. Beginning in 
2016, he spent two years as 
manager of the Links restau-
rant. In 2018, he returned to 
the pro shop as manager, a 
position he continues to hold.  

“Michael is a big part of 

the operation. He has been 
involved for a long time, and 
I will lean on him through-
out the season,” says Riggins. 
“Michael does a lot of the be-
hind-the-scenes work at the 
club, and LPN is very lucky 
to have him.”

In terms of merchandise 
offered in the LPN pro shop, 
Riggins says much of that has 
already been ordered for the 
2021 season. But, as he gets 
more familiar with current 
vendors and sees what mem-
bers and guests like, some 
merchandising changes may 
occur. 

“I want the shop full of mer-
chandise that members of the 
club can be proud of,” he says.

Riggins is eager to get the 
2021 golf season underway. 

“I understand what drives 
golfers to do what they do and 
relate to the enthusiasm as 
well as the despair that this 
game can bring,” he says. “I 
want members at both Lake 
Panorama golf courses to 
know I am always available. 
They can stop by, call or email 
me with any questions or con-
cerns. I am here to help.” n

Bagley Public Library members and volunteers: Jeannie 
Solorzano (library director), Becky Hasty (assistant 
library director), Joni Dvorak (board president), Linda 
Matthews (board treasurer), Sue Mozingo (board 
member) and Elly Heater (board member)

Amanda Creen, director at 
The Lakeside Village, a senior 
living community located on 
Lake Panorama, recently was 
awarded the 2020 Commu-
nity Impact Award by Jaybird 
Senior Living. The Lakeside 
Village is managed by Jaybird 
Senior Living, which has more 
than 60 properties in its port-
folio and is the largest operator 
of senior living communities 
in the Midwest. 

The Community Impact 
Award is given to an individual 
who has made a positive im-
pact on society through his/
her own volunteerism and 
philanthropic efforts. 

The COVID-19 pandemic 
caused an already precarious 
staffing pipeline to plunge into 
dangerous waters. Guthrie 
County lacked opportuni-
ties for area citizens to fur-
ther their education and gain 
employment.

When she learned of the 
Future Ready Iowa Earn & 
Learn and Employer Innova-
tion grants, Creen dove head-
first into passionately lobby-
ing for the funds that would 
present opportunities for lo-
cal residents. Her efforts paid 
off, and the community was 
awarded more than $245,000 
to assist with programming, 
compensation, training ac-
commodations and educa-
tional materials.

“Over 200 people have tak-
en CNA classes, and all will 

go on to be advanced CNAs. 
Fifty people have become 
ServSafe certified, and 15 
have taken the Iowa assisted 
living manager course. None 
of this would have been pos-
sible if it would not have been 
for Amanda working so hard 
to help others advance their 
lives,” says Marla Hammer, 
hospitality coordinator at The 
Lakeside Village.

The annual Jaybird Achieve-
ment Awards were announced 
in the fall of last year. This was 
the inaugural award cycle with 

11 awards given in the follow-
ing categories: Community 
Director of the Year, Commu-
nity Nurse of the Year, Com-
munity Team Member of the 
Year, Jaybird Team Member of 
the Year, Dare to Dream of the 
Year, Innovation Award, and 
Community Impact Award. As 
appreciation for their dedica-
tion to providing red carpet 
service, each winner received 
a cash prize and award. 

For more information, call 
(800) 366-6716, or visit www.
jaybirdSL.com.  n

The Lakeside Village director 
receives Community Impact Award 
Amanda Creen recognized for making a positive impact on society through her 
own volunteerism and philanthropic efforts. 

Amanda Creen, director of The Lakeside Village, is shown 
with the award she recently received for her efforts to get 
funding for educational opportunities for Guthrie County 
residents.  

Lake Panorama National’s 
annual Easter Brunch will be 
Sunday, April 4 with reser-
vations available every half 
hour from 10:30 a.m. until 1 
p.m. The Lake Panorama Na-
tional Resort food and bev-
erage team is offering a wide 
variety of both breakfast and 
lunch entrees.

For breakfast, there will be 
cheesy scrambled eggs, Fiesta 
egg casserole, hickory smoked 
bacon, sausage patties, bis-
cuits and gravy, crispy red 
potatoes, and an assortment 
of breakfast sweets, includ-

ing cinnamon rolls and mini 
muffins.

Lunch items will include 
pecan crusted chicken with 
peach marmalade, fried chick-
en legs and thighs, roasted 
pork loin with apple butter, 
carved honey glazed ham, 
mashed potatoes with gra-
vy, rice pilaf, sauteed squash 
medley and green beans al-
mondine.

There also will be a fresh 
fruit display, garden salad 
with assorted toppings and 
dressings, spring time pasta 
salad, pea salad and coleslaw. 

Dessert options will include 
bread pudding, peanut but-
ter cheesecake cups, coco-
nut cream pie and other sweet 
treats. 

The cost is $23 for adults, 
$10 for children 5-12, and 
free for children ages 4 and 
younger. The Links regular 
breakfast menu will not be 
available that day. Reserva-
tions are required. An 18 per-
cent gratuity will be added 
to groups of eight or more. 
Call the LPN front desk at 641-
755-2080 or 800-879-1917 to 
reserve a table.n

LPN Easter Brunch April 4

BY SUSAN THOMPSON 
Lake Panorama Times

The current priority project 
for Friends of Lake Panorama 
is a dog park. Fundraising for 
this project began in Septem-
ber 2020. The goal is $50,000 
to construct the park and pro-
vide all desired amenities. So 
far, $33,000 has been donated 
to the project, which will be 
open to LPA members and 
their guests. 

The park will be located at 
the corner of Sage Trail and 
RV Road near the east camp-
ground. Plans include a 6-foot-
high chain link fence 650 feet 
long and 155 feet wide. There 
will be two sections, one for 
small dogs and one for large 
dogs. A single entrance will 
be protected by a keyless lock. 

A sign recognizing donors of 
$500 or more will be posted at 
the park. Dog park supporters 
who donated in 2020 can keep 
the fundraising momentum 

going by making a second do-
nation that will be deductible 
on their 2021 tax returns. Or-
ganizers hope enough money 
can be raised to begin con-
struction in fall 2021 and have 
the park open in spring 2022.

Donations can be made by 
check payable to Friends of 
Lake Panorama and mailed 
to Friends of Lake Panorama, 
P.O. Box 488, Panora, IA 50216. 
Donations also can be made by 
credit card on the Friends web-
site at www.friendsoflakepa-
norama.org.

The previous priority proj-
ect for Friends was new play-
ground equipment at Shady 
and Boulder beaches. Early do-
nations and proceeds from the 
2020 Beach Ball made it pos-
sible to order the play equip-
ment for Shady Beach, which 
was installed last October, the 
same month the $70,000 goal 
was reached. 

Additional donations of 
$1,700 in the last two months 

of 2020 made it possible to add 
one bench and a second spring 
rider to the Boulder Beach play-
ground. That equipment was 
ordered in January and will be 
delivered and installed this 
spring once ground condi-
tions allow. 

In early February, Friends of 
Lake Panorama was notified 
it will receive a $500 grant for 
the playgrounds from Aureon, 
a technology products and ser-
vices provider. The grant is be-
ing given in conjunction with 
Panora Telco, which sponsored 
the grant application submit-
ted last fall by the charity. The 
Aureon Charity Grant program 
was created in 1993 to increase 
service and support to rural 
independent telecommuni-
cations companies and the 
communities they serve. 

A sign recognizing play-
ground donors of $500 or more 
is in the works and will be in-
stalled at Boulder and Shady 
beaches this summer. n

Fundraising continues for dog park; 
grant received for playground 
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Want to reach Lake 
Panorama residents? 

Contact me today!
Stormy Baker 

cell: 515-822-2531
stormy@iowalivingmagazines.com

Submit FREE obituaries at www.lakepanoramatimes.com. 

Neil Duane Wright, 69, of 
Panora, passed away Feb. 20, 
2021, after a year-long battle 
with lung cancer. 

Neil was born April 2, 
1951, to Donald and Juanita 
(Kennett) Wright in Jefferson, 
Iowa. After graduating from 
Jefferson Community High 
School in 1969, he attended 
Iowa Central Community 
College in Fort Dodge. In 
1970, Neil was married to 
Susan DeWitt and had a 
daughter, Nichole.   

Throughout his life, Neil 
had many business ventures, 
including working for Morton 
Buildings and most recently 
owner of The Trash Man in 
Webster City, Iowa. Neil was 
a passionate businessman 
and loved being involved in 
the community. He served 
on the Lake Panorama 
Association and Panora 
State Bank Boards. He was 
a member of the Jefferson 
Elks. Neil was an avid golfer 
and a long-time member of 
the Jefferson community and 
Lake Panorama National 
Golf Courses. 

Neil married Jolene 
(Golden) Wright in Hawaii 
on Dec. 1, 2001, and they 
have lived at Lake Panorama 
for more than 20 years. Neil 
and Jolene enjoyed playing 
cards, traveling, boating 
and, of course, golf, golf, golf. 
They also enjoyed spending 

time with their seven 
grandchildren. Neil will be 
remembered through many 
stories told on the golf course 
and around the card table. 

Neil was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Donald and Juanita, and his 
grandson Kenneth Declan 
Cunningham. He is survived 
by his wife Jolene, his 
daughter Nichole Campbell 
of Cumming, Iowa; his 
stepchildren, Joell and Buddy 
Herrick of Waukee, Danny 
and Gina Cunningham of 
Perry; grandchildren Grant, 
Gaven and Gage Campbell, 
Sydney and Halle Herrick, 
and Skylar and Eliza 
Cunningham. 

Services were held Feb. 25, 
2021, at Slininger-Schroeder 
Funeral Home in Jefferson, 
followed by burial in the 
Jefferson Cemetery. n

OBITUARY

Sunday, March 14
Daylight Savings 
Time Begins

Monday, March 
15
6-7 p.m.
Special Board 
Meeting
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, March 16
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser - Junior 
Class
www.panoramaschools.org

Wednesday, March 17
Saint Patrick’s Day

Monday, March 22
6:30 p.m. 
Panora City Council meeting
www.cityofpanora.com

Tuesday, March 23 
5 p.m.
LPA Board Meeting
www.lakepanorama.org

Saturday, March 27 
9 a.m.
Soccer: Boys Varsity Scrimmage vs. 
Greene County, Perry, Storm Lake 
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, March 30
4:30 p.m.
Track & Field: Girls Varsity Earlybird vs. 
Earlham, Grand View Christian, Iowa 
Christian Academy, Saydel Community 
Schools, Van Meter, West Central Valley
Earlham High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, March 30
4:30 p.m.
Track & Field: Boys Varsity Earlybird vs. 
Earlham, Grand View Christian, Iowa 
Christian Academy, Saydel Community 
Schools, Van Meter, West Central Valley 
Earlham High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, April 1
4:30 p.m.
Track & Field: Girls Varsity Meet vs. 
Carroll Community, Ogden, Pella 
Christian, Perry, Saydel Community 
Schools, Van Meter, Winterset
Ogden High School 
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, April 1
4:30 p.m.
Track & Field: Boys Varsity Meet vs. 
Carroll Community, North Polk, 
Ogden, Pella Christian, Perry, Saydel 
Community Schools, Van Meter
Ogden High School 
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, April 1
5 p.m.
Soccer: Boys Varsity Game vs. Tri-Center 
Community Schools
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, April 1
No school spring break (possible)
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, April 2
No school
www.panoramaschools.org

Monday, April 5
No school spring break (possible)
www.panoramaschools.org

Monday, April 5
4 p.m. 
Golf: Girls Varsity Meet vs. Earlham, 
Interstate 35, Van Meter
Winterset, LVCC
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, April 6
4:30 p.m.
Track & Field: Girls Varsity Meet vs. AC/
GC, Glidden-Ralston, Greene County, 
Harlan Community, Madrid, Ogden, 
Woodbine, Woodward Granger
Panorama High School 
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, April 6
4:30 p.m.
Track & Field: Boys Varsity Meet vs. AC/
GC, Glidden-Ralston, Greene County, 
Madrid, Ogden, Woodbine, Woodward 
Granger
Panorama High School 
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, April 6
5 p.m.
Soccer: Girls Varsity Game vs. Des 
Moines Hoover
Des Moines Hoover High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, April 6
7 p.m.
Soccer: Boys Varsity Game vs. Des 
Moines Hoover
Des Moines Hoover High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, April 8
No school
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, April 8
5 p.m.
Soccer: Girls Varsity Game vs. East Sac 
County
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, April 8
5 p.m.
Track & Field: Girls Varsity Meet vs. Van 
Meter
Van Meter High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, April 8
5 p.m.
Track & Field: Boys Varsity Meet vs. Van 
Meter
Van Meter High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, April 8
7 p.m.
Soccer: Boys Varsity Game vs. East Sac 
County
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Monday, April 12
6:30 p.m. 
Panora City Council meeting
www.cityofpanora.com

Monday, April 12
6-7 p.m.
School Board Meeting
www.panoramaschools.org

Monday, April 12
4 p.m. 
Golf: Girls Varsity Meet vs. Des Moines 
Christian Schools, Interstate 35, West 
Central Valley
5 x 80 Golf Course
www.panoramaschools.org

Monday, April 12
4:30 p.m.
Track & Field: Girls JH Meet vs. Adair-
Casey/Guthrie Center, Earlham, 
Martensdale-St Marys, Nodaway Valley, 
Saydel Community Schools, West Central 
Valley, Winterset 
Earlham High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, April 13
4:30 p.m. 
Track & Field: Boys JH Meet vs. Adair-
Casey/Guthrie Center, Earlham, 
Martensdale-St Marys, Nodaway Valley, 
Saydel Community Schools, West Central 
Valley, Winterset 
Earlham High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, April 13
4:30 p.m. 
Track & Field: Girls JH Invitational vs. 
Des Moines Christian Schools, Glidden-
Ralston, Madrid, Pleasantville, Van 
Meter, West Central Valley, Woodward 
Granger
Panorama High School 
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, April 13
4:30 p.m. 
Track & Field: Girls Varsity Meet vs. 
Adair-Casey/Guthrie Center, Colo-
NESCO, Coon Rapids Bayard, Des Moines 
Christian Schools, Earlham, Exira-Elk-
Horn-Kimballton, Grand View Christian, 
Harlan Community, Interstate 35, Iowa 
Christian Academy, Nodaway Valley, 
Ogden, Orient-Macksburg Community 
Schools, Southeast Warren, Van Meter, 
West Central Valley
Earlham High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, April 13
4:30 p.m.
Track & Field: Boys JH Invitational vs. 
Des Moines Christian Schools, Glidden-
Ralston, Madrid, Pleasantville, Van 
Meter, West Central Valley, Woodward 
Granger
Panorama High School 
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, April 13
4:30 p.m.
Track & Field: Boys Varsity Meet vs. 
Adair-Casey/Guthrie Center, Colo-
NESCO, Coon Rapids Bayard, Des Moines 
Christian Schools, Earlham, Exira-Elk-
Horn-Kimballton, Grand View Christian, 
Harlan Community, Interstate 35, Iowa 
Christian Academy, Nodaway Valley, 
Ogden, Orient-Macksburg Community 
Schools, Southeast Warren, Van Meter, 
West Central Valley
Earlham High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, April 15
4:30 p.m. 
Track & Field: Girls JH Meet vs. Van Meter
Van Meter Junior-Senior High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, April 15
4:30 p.m. 
Track & Field: Boys JH Meet vs. Van Meter 
Van Meter Junior-Senior High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, April 15
5 p.m. 
Soccer: Girls Varsity Game vs. North Polk 
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, April 15
5 p.m. 
Track & Field: Girls Varsity Meet vs. AC-
GC
AC/GC High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Saturday, April 17
Prom
www.panoramaschools.org

NEIL WRIGHT 

BAKER 
Heating & Cooling

Call 515-559-6778  
or 515-833-2052
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Fish tacos
Fresh, fast and flavorful…. a lesson from my daughter 4 Tilapia fillets

16 flour tortillas 

Seasoning for fish
1/4 tsp cayenne pepper
1/2 tsp garlic powder
1/4 tsp cumin
1/2 tsp nature’s season (or salt)
1/2 tsp pepper

Taco toppings
Cilantro, chopped
Fresh greens, chopped
Red onion, diced
Tomato, diced
Feta

Taco sauce ingredients
1 cup sour cream (or mayonnaise)
2 tbsp Franks hot sauce (or more)
1/2 tsp paprika
1 tsp garlic salt 
1 tsp lime juice (or less, don’t use too much!)

BY JOLENE GOODMAN

One of the many joys of wit-
nessing your children growing 
up is learning from them as they 
master their talents. Shane and I 
are blessed to have three amazing 
cooks in the family… our daugh-
ters! I have learned so much from 
them in recent years and am 
working to up my cooking skills, 
as it has become very obvious 
that I am now pretty lazy in the 
kitchen. One of my favorite reci-
pes from Sara is fish tacos. These 
can vary each time she makes 
them, always flavorful and easy to 
prepare. The best part about this 
basic recipe is that it truly is fresh, fast and flavorful. Experi-
ment with your taco toppings by adding avocado, chopped car-
rots, cabbage and different cheese varieties. Then, start tweak-
ing the sauce. Enjoy! In a bowl, mix spices for fish. Season each 
tilapia fillet with season mix. Over medium-high heat, cook 
two fillets at a time for eight minutes, flipping halfway. Repeat 
for the remaining fillets (or dust off that grill!). While those are 
cooking, prepare your taco toppings and mix the taco sauce. n

 Jolene Goodman is the advertising director for Lake Panorama Times 
and resides with her husband Shane on Lake Panorama.

FISH TACOS
RECIPE

Jolene Goodman

BY SUSAN THOMPSON 
Lake Panorama Times

This winter has been the 
first full season the new LPA 
maintenance facility has been 
available to staff. And to say the 
facility is working as planned 
would be an understatement. 

“The 2019 maintenance fa-
cility is proving to be an ex-
cellent infrastructure invest-
ment for the association,” says 
John Rutledge, LPA general 
manager. “Although it has 
only been 15 months since 
we moved in, it is difficult 
to recall how we functioned 
without this facility. The shop 
provides our crew the oppor-
tunity to repair and maintain 
essential equipment, which 
has been especially critical 
during the heavy snowfall 
winter of 2020-21.”

This project first was intro-
duced to the LPA board in the 
fall of 2014. It was the fall of 
2018 before plans were com-
pleted, a location was chosen, 
and construction began. 

Move-in began in mid-Octo-
ber of 2019, and 200 people at-
tended an open house Nov. 22, 
2019. But it was a few months 
into 2020 before the move was 
complete and all shelving and 
cabinets had been assembled 
and installed by LPA staff.

The new maintenance com-
plex, located on the lake’s east 
side at the corner of 200th and 
Chimra, includes a shop that 
measures about 10,000 square 
feet. Also on the site is a cold 
storage building that has a 
crushed rock floor. It is used 
for storing items that don’t 
need to be kept in a heated 
environment.

There are two large hoop 
structures, one for salt and 
one for sand storage. A smaller 
hoop structure is a dedicated 
space for mixing brine, which 
is used on Lake Panorama 
roads in the winter. This keeps 
this process out of the shop, 
since brine is corrosive. Also 
at the site are storage bins for 
aggregate and other materials. 

The facility replaced the old 
maintenance facility located 
a quarter-mile further west 
that was built in 1973. It was 

4,000 square feet and didn’t 
come close to providing the 
needed space for the main-
tenance equipment and em-
ployees that now support the 
Lake Panorama community. 

In addition, signs of corro-
sion were discovered in late 
2016, and the building was 
temporarily modified in the 
fall of 2018 to support LPA op-
erations that winter. The LPA 
board confirmed staff and en-
gineer recommendations that 
LPA crews not spend another 

winter in that facility.
Mike Monthei, LPA oper-

ations supervisor, manages 
the facility. 

“Being able to repair equip-
ment in a clean and controlled 
environment helps to keep our 
equipment in good order,” 
Monthei says. “This is not only 
important from a productiv-
ity standpoint, but also from 
a worker safety standpoint.”

The new shop provides a 
heated space for storage and 
maintenance of key pieces of 

LPA equipment. Large over-
head doors on both sides of 
the building allow trucks and 
trailers to be pulled through 
the building. A lift in the south-
east corner makes it easy to 
perform routine maintenance 
on vehicles.

In addition to serving the 
LPA maintenance department, 
the facility houses equipment 
that serves the LPA security, 
water and erosion control de-
partments.

An earthen berm was built 

to the west and south of the 
facility. On top and outside 
of this berm are evergreen 
plantings that provide a vi-
sual screen. Cupolas, wainscot 
and a stone entrance to the 
shop’s office area all “dress 
up” the facility.

The maintenance complex 
cost was $1.7 million. LPA 
worked with a consortium 
of local banks to finance the 
project with payoff structured 
as a 20-year loan. 

The cold storage building 

located at the old maintenance 
facility site was repurposed 
for boat storage, beginning 
last fall. The old shop was torn 
down in early 2020.

“On behalf of the Lake Pan-
orama staff, I want to thank 
the LPA board and member-
ship for their support of this 
important project,” says Rut-
ledge. “This facility will help 
our team continue to provide 
top-notch service to the LPA 
membership for decades to 
come.” n

NEW LPA MAINTENANCE FACILITY 
PROVING ITS WORTH  
The 10,000-square-foot shop is the main building at the new site. 

The 10,000-square-foot shop is the main building at the new maintenance site. During the winter months, the heated building houses several vehicles 
overnight. This includes the five LPA trucks with snowblades that are kept loaded with sand and salt, ready to clear roads as needed. Picnic tables from 
the beaches that need stained or repaired are brought to the shop in the fall and worked on as time permits.  

Being able to work on vehicles and other equipment in a 
heated building in the winter is one of the best features of 
the new facility. Here, Dalton Allen, a member of the LPA 
maintenance staff, works on one of the LPA trucks. 

There are two large hoop structures at the new maintenance facility. Both are used for 
salt and sand storage. A smaller hoop structure is a dedicated space for mixing brine, 
which also is used on Lake Panorama roads in the winter. 

Want to reach Lake Panorama Residents?

Contact me today!

Stormy Baker
cell: 515-822-2531
stormy@iowalivingmagazines.com

ADVERTISE IN THE

Mailed to all property owners!

601 E Main St,Panora • (641) 755-2213

Great Tasting Fresh Fried 
Chicken - Cooked to 

perfection with a unique taste 
and style. A family recipe and 
process that’s been successful 

for over 50 years.
Available at your Panora 
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DISCLAIMER: This publication does not 
knowingly accept advertising that is 
deceptive, fraudulent, or which might 
otherwise violate the law or accepted 
standards of taste. However, this pub-
lication does not warrant or guarantee 
the accuracy of any advertisement, or 
the quality of the goods or services 
advertised. Readers are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate all claims made 
in any advertisement and to use good 
judgment and reasonable care, par-
ticularly when dealing with persons 
unknown to you who ask for money 
in advance of delivery of the goods or 
services advertised. 

HELP WANTED
 Wood Duck Landscapes has imme-
diate opening for full time Landscape 
Crew leaders and members both on 
its Lake Panorama and Des Moines 
based crews.  Starting wage of $18/hr 
for entry level positions.  www.wood-
ducklandsapes.com/careers.  Call or 
text Josh at 515-661-3208 to apply.

WANT TO BUY
 Electric boat lift. Looking for a good 
used electric boat lift for sale. We need 
one that is rated for a 5000-lb 26’pon-
toon boat. Contact Dean Whaley at:
Home Phone:  712-469-3025, Cell 
Phone:  515-571-3029, Email:  dlwhaley-
family@gmail.com

AIR COMPRESSOR FOR SALE
Campbell Hausfeld portable small 
electric air compressor with recoil 
hose.  Hot dog style. Operates on 
120 Volt household current. No tools. 
Works.  Compact. Lightweight. Easy to 
store. $50.  515-473-8312.  

WANTED
 Lake Panorama Lot Wanted. 
Affordable C Lot wanted. Please call 
Tony 712-579-2405

WANT TO BUY
 Seeking to purchase a used 45110 
or bigger boat lift. Have one for sale or 
know of one that might be? Call Brian 
at (515) 306-3933

AUTOS WANTED
 CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and 
Newer! Any Condition. Running or Not. 
Competitive Offer! Free Towing! We’re 
Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-416-2330. 
(ACP)

EDUCATION
 Train online to do medical billing! 
Become a Medical Office Professional 
at CTI! Get trained & certified to work 
in months! 888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET) 
(ACP)

HEALTH & FITNESS
 Dental insurance - Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Covers 
350 procedures. Real insurance - not 
a discount plan. Get your free dental 
info kit! 1-888-623-3036 www.dental-
50plus.com/58 #6258 (ACP)
 VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 
CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos 
Español (ACP)

MISCELLANEOUS
 CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. 
Nationwide Free Pick Up! Call Now: 
1-800-864-5960. (ACP)
 The Generac PWRcell solar plus 
battery storage system. Save money, 
reduce reliance on grid, prepare for 
outages & power your home. Full 
installation services. $0 down financ-
ing option. Request free no obligation 
quote. 1-855-270-3785 (ACP)
 Thinking about installing a 
new shower? American Standard 
makes it easy. Free design con-
sult.1-888-674-3005 today to see how 
to save $1,000 on installation or visit 
www.newshowerdeal.com/display 
(ACP)
 HughesNet Satellite Internet – 
Finally, no hard data limits! Call Today 

for speeds up to 25mbps as low as 
$59.99/mo! $75 gift card, terms apply. 
1-844-863-4478 (ACP)
 GENERAC Standby Generators. The 
weather is increasingly unpredict-
able. Be prepared for power outages. 
FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!) Schedule FREE in-home assess-
ment. 1-844-334-8353 special financ-
ing if qualified. (ACP)
 Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, most advanced debris-
blocking protection. Schedule free 
estimate. 15% off Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
995-2490 (ACP)
 Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 
65 Channels. Stream news, live events, 
sports & on demand titles. No con-
tract/commitment. 1-866-825-6523 
(ACP)
 Attention oxygen therapy users! 
Inogen One G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free 
info kit. Call 877-929-9587 (ACP)
 DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Promo Expires 7/21/21.1-833-
872-2545 (ACP)
 New authors wanted! Page 
Publishing will help self-publish your 
book. Free author submission kit! 
Limited offer! 866-951-7214 (ACP)
 Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-
quality rechargeable Nano hearing 
aids priced 90% less than competitors. 
Nearly invisible! 45-day money back 
guarantee! 833-669-5806 (ACP)
 AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of data/
mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE! Geo & 
svc restrictions apply. 1-888-796-8850 
(ACP)
 Life Alert. One press of a button 
sends help fast 24/7! At home and on 
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. Free 
first aid kit (with subscription.)  877-
537-8817 Free brochure. (ACP)
 Attention: If you or a loved one 
worked around the pesticide Roundup 
(glyphosate) for at least 2 years & has 
been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma, you may be entitled to 
compensation. 855-341-5793 (ACP)
 !!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, 
FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. 
TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 
1-866-433-8277 (ACP)

WANTED TO BUY
 Wants to purchase minerals and 
other oil and gas interests. Send 
details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, CO 
80201 (ACP)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 INVESTIGATE BEFORE YOU 
INVEST! Midwest Free Community 
Paper Association does not know-
ingly accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate all classifieds 
and other ads which require an invest-
ment. (MCN)

AUCTIONS
 WRIGHTZ AUCTION CO. “Your 
Locally Owned, Full Service Auction 
Company” MACHINERY CONSIGNMENT 
SALE, APRIL 12, 9 AM. Consign Early by 
March 26, for Complete Advertising. 
CONSIGN TODAY, 641-398-2218, Hwy 
218, Floyd, IA. www.wrightzauctionco.
com. (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
 DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY. 
Receive maximum value of write off 
for your taxes. Running or not! All con-
ditions accepted. Free pickup. Call for 
details. 855-752-6680 (MCN)
 DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 
1-855-977-7030 (MCN)
 CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any 
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. 
Competitive Offer! Nationwide FREE 
Pick Up! Call Now For a Free Quote! 
888-366-5659. (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
 BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price 
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 chan-
nels and 3 months free premium movie 
channels! Free next day installation! 
Call 855-824-1258. (MCN)
 High-Speed Internet. We instantly 
compare speed, pricing, availability to 
find the best service for your needs. 
Starting at $39.99/month! Quickly com-
pare offers from top providers. Call 
1-855-399-9295 (MCN)
 AT&T TV - The Best of Live & 
On-Demand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Package, $64.99/
mo plus taxes for 12months. Premium 
Channels at No Charge for One Year! 
Anytime, anywhere. Some restrictions 
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt (TV price higher 
in 2nd year.) Regional Sports Fee up to 
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS 
1-866-387-0621. (MCN)
 4G LTE Home Internet Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take your service with 
you when you travel! As low as $109.99/
mo! 844-897-8159. (MCN)
 DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Promo Expires 7/21/21. 1-844-
316-8876. (MCN)
 Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $49.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-679-7096. (MCN)

EMPLOYMENT
 OTR Drivers, Want more miles and 
more money? Tired of sitting around? 
Join our Elite Team today! Call 800-
645-3748, www.gfltruck.com, Family 
Owned Since 1975. (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
 Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 
844-716-2411. (MCN)
 VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 
100 pills for $150. FREE shipping. 
Money back guaranteed! 1-866-306-
9928 (MCN)

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
 NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 
Publishing will help you self-publish 
your own book. FREE author submis-
sion kit! Limited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 855-623-8796 (MCN)
 Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major secular 
& specialty Christian bookstores. CALL 
Christian Faith Publishing for your FREE 
author submission kit. 1-888-981-5761. 
(MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
 Two great new offers from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get the new 
iPhone 11 or Next Generation Samsung 
Galaxy S10e ON US with AT&T’s Buy 
one, Give One offer. While supplies 
last! CALL 1-844-290-8275. (MCN)
 BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY updates! We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring & 
seated showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 855-836-2250. (MCN)
 Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-577-1268. Promo 
Code 285. (MCN)

WANT TO BUY
 NEED CA$H? Buying your old GOLD 
FILLED eyeglasses, watches, jewelry, 
etc. Email or write (subject “Goldfilled”) 
to: billstone2096@yahoo.com William 
Livingstone 609 SW Channel Ave., 
Stuart, FL 34994 for PRICES PAID! (MCN)

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING
Submit FREE classifieds at www.lakepanoramatimes.com. 

BAGLEY
• Bagley United Methodist 

Church 
401 Main St., Bagley 
www.umc.org 
641-439-2458 

BAYARD
• Bayard United Methodist 

Church 
500 Third St., Bayard 
www.umc.org 
712-651-2307 

• St. Patrick Catholic 
Church 
124 Prairie St., Bayard 
www.guthriecounty 
catholicchurches.org 
641-747-3843

CASEY
• Saint John’s Lutheran 

Church 
104 E. First St., Casey 
www.idwlcms.org 
641-746-2734

• United Methodist Church 
100 E. Second St., Casey 
www.umc.org 
641-746-2210

GUTHRIE CENTER
• First Christian Church 

105 N. Fourth St.,  
Guthrie Center 
www.christianchurchgc.com 
641-332-2571

• First United Methodist 
Church 
405 Prairie St.,  
Guthrie Center  
www.gcumcia.org 
641-332-2408

• First Presbyterian Church 
701 State St.,  
Guthrie Center 
641-332-2425

• Guthrie Center First 
Baptist Church 
113 N. Fifth St.,  
Guthrie Center  
www.guthriecenterbaptist.com 
641-747-8198

• Guthrie Center Seventh 
Day Adventist Church 
1305 North St.,  
Guthrie Center  
www.guthriecentersda.com 
641-322-2778

• Immanuel Lutheran 
Church 
713 N. 12th St.,  
Guthrie Center  
www.immanuelgc.org 
641-332-2918

• Kingdom Hall of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses 
1300 Grand St.,  
Guthrie Center  
www.jw.org 
515-747-8524

• Open Bible Church 
606 Prairie St.,  
Guthrie Center 
515-747-3961

• Saint Mary Catholic 
Church 
603 Main St., Guthrie 
Center  
www.guthriecounty 
catholicchurches.org 
641-747-3843

• Seventh-Day Adventist 
Church 
1305 North St.,  
Guthrie Center 
www.adventistdirectory.org 
641-332-2761

• United Methodist Church 
405 Prairie St.,  
Guthrie Center 
www.umc.org 
641-332-2408

• Wesleyan Church 
101 S. 7th St.,  
Guthrie Center  
641-747-3844

MENLO
• Methodist Episcopal 

Church 
402 Sevnth St., Menlo

• Primitive Church 
504 Third St., Menlo

PANORA
• Calvary Chapel of the 

Raccoon River Valley 
604 E. Main St., Panora  
https://calvaryraccoon.com 
641-755-4268

• Church of the Brethren 
2946 200th Road, Panora 
641-755-3800

• Faith Bible Church 
2096 Highway 4, Panora 
www.fbcpanora.com 
641-755-3034

• First Christian Church 
102 E. Church St., Panora 
www.panorafcc.org 
641-755-2227

• Fountain Of Life Church 
2322 Wagon Road, Panora 
www.FOLCPanora.com 
641-755-2322 

• Lighthouse Assembly of 
God Church 
400 S.E. Third St., Panora 
www.panoralighthouse 
assemblyofgod.com 
641-755-3060

• Panora Community 
Church 
2322 Wagon Road, Panora 
641-755-2322

• Saint Thomas Lutheran 
Church 
2100 N. Highway 4, Panora 
641-755-2051

• St. Cecilia Catholic 
Church 
220 N. First St., Panora 
www.guthriecounty 
catholicchurches.org 
641-747-3843

• United Methodist Church 
119 W. Main St., Panora 
https://panoraumc.org  
641-755-2655

STUART
• All Saints Catholic 

Church 
216 All Saints Drive, Stuart  
https://stuartallsaints.org 
515-523-1943

• Fairview Congregational 
Christian Church 
1706 Stuart Road 
515-523-1493

• First Congregational 
Church  
224 N. Division St., Stuart 
www.stuartfccbible.org 
515-523-1570

• Jefferson Center Chapel 
1298 130th St., Stuart 
641-524-5358

• New Beginnings Open 
Bible Church 
207 S.W. Seventh St., 
Stuart 
http://stuartnbchurch.org 
641-757-0192

• Stuart Friends Church 
723 N. Fremont St. 
515-523-1541

• Stuart-Mount Vernon 
United Methodist Church 
219 N.W. Second St. 
http://umcstuartia.org 
515-523-1078

YALE
• Jamaica Union Church 

219 Main St., Yale 
515-439-2458

AREA 
CHURCH 
GUIDE

Submit changes or updates at 
www.lakepanoramatimes.com

I heard there is a shortage of boats available at dealerships due to COVID-19-
related issues. Is that true?

Shutdowns at manufacturing facilities and an increase in demand have 
certainly impacted the inventory of new and used boats of all types including 
pontoons, wake/surf boats, fishing boats, jet skis and fiberglass runabouts 
across the entire USA. 

Lyn Coulter of Coulter’s Panorama Marine told us, “Almost all boat manu-
facturing plants and their suppliers were closed during the second quarter 
of 2020 from the pandemic. At the same time, retail demand was increasing 
because many people saw boating as a safe way to recreate away from the 
crowds. With no new boats being produced and retail demand increasing 
41 percent over the same period of 2019, there simply weren’t enough boats 
on dealer lots to fill the demand. Most all boat dealers sold out their stock of 
boats by the middle of June 2020.”

Coulter says the demand has not yet abated and most all boat manufactur-
ers are already sold out for 2021. Manufacturers report they cannot keep up 
with retail demand and that they are only building boats that are sold orders. 
Coulter says he has been told that they cannot build very many boats for 
dealers to stock.   

“For example, the marina should have between 35 to 40  new boats in stock 
now for 2021,” he says. “We currently have only 16 in stock, and that will be it 
until the 2022s begin to come out in August.”

Coulter also says there are spot shortages of some parts needed in the pro-
duction of new boats, thus hampering efforts to build the new boats to meet 
demand.

Coulter’s advice?
“It’s going to be a challenge to find a boat, new or used, for 2021,” he says. 

“Shop now because there might not be anything on dealer lots again this 
summer.” n

ASK

If you’ve got questions, we’ll find the answers.

Submit your questions at www.lakepanoramatimes.com 
or email shane@dmcityview.com. 

Q:
A:
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AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHER TURNS 
LOVE OF NATURE INTO BUSINESS
The serenity of being in a rural setting and near water drew Scott and Trish Hart to Lake Panorama.

BY SUSAN THOMPSON 
Lake Panorama Times

Seeing a diversity of wild-
life is one of the joys of Lake 
Panorama property owner-
ship. One property owner 
recently turned her interest 
in the birds and animals out-
side her window into a small 
business.  

Scott and Trish Hart bought 
a lot at Lake Panorama in 2007. 
They had a home built, which 
was completed in 2012, and 
moved to the lake fulltime 
in 2014. 

“I’ve always been an avid 
nature lover and thoroughly 
enjoy capturing nature’s beau-
ty,” says Trish. “Lake Panora-
ma and the surrounding area 
has such an amazing variety 
of wildlife we’re blessed to en-
joy throughout each season. 
When we first moved to the 
lake fulltime, I used my Sam-
sung Galaxy cellphone to snap 
photos. But, after buying a digi-
tal camera last year, the pho-
tography bug really bit me.” 

Hart purchased a Panasonic 
Lumix FZ80, which she says 
has “some pretty amazing 
built-in zoom features, so I 
can capture colorful images 

of wild birds, fox, deer, tur-
key, raccoon and bobcat, in 
addition to Lake Panorama’s 
beautiful sunrises and sun-
sets,” she says. 

“I’ve enjoyed capturing na-
ture’s beauty and sharing it 
with others on my personal 
Facebook page,” Hart says. “We 
have several birdfeeders on 
our upper deck, which we can 
see from our kitchen windows 
and sunroom. The other wild-
life images I’ve been fortunate 
to capture were all in close 
proximity to our cove.” 

After seeing so many friends 
and family commenting on 
and enjoying her images on 
Facebook, Hart decided to 
launch “Nature’s Canvas Pho-
tography” in January 2021. She 
created a new Facebook page 
for the business and now offers 
custom prints on high qual-
ity paper, metal, or glass, plus 
custom canvases in a variety 
of shapes and sizes.  

The Harts were high school 
sweethearts while attending 
school at Coon Rapids. But 
they took a long and circu-
itous route to reach Lake Pan-
orama, just 30 miles south. 

Trish’s parents and grand-
parents are from South Dakota, 

and that’s where she was born. 
Her father was a high school 
principal, and the family re-
located to Coon Rapids when 
she was in grade school. Scott 
grew up in Coon Rapids, and 
they dated throughout high 
school. 

They both graduated from 
Iowa State. Trish earned a 
bachelor’s degree in logis-
tics/supply chain with a mi-
nor in information systems 
management. Scott earned a 
bachelor’s in agronomy, with 
an emphasis in seed science. 

“We’re big ISU fans and 
have been football season 
ticket holders for more than 
20 years,” Trish says. “We love 
our Cyclones!” 

The couple married in the 
fall of 1987. Shortly after gradu-
ating from ISU, Scott had an 
opportunity with Pioneer to 
oversee their western sunflow-
er acres and production facil-
ity in Woodland, California. 

“We packed up and headed 
west to live in Northern Cali-
fornia for seven years,” Trish 
says. “We loved our experi-
ence there, fell in love with all 
the natural beauty, and made 
many lasting friendships.” 

While living in California, 

Trish’s college roommate, 
who was a human resourc-
es recruiter with Principal 
Financial Group, contacted 
her about a leadership role 
available for someone who 
had a logistics and informa-
tion systems management 
background. 

“I flew back to Des Moines, 
interviewed and was offered 
the position,” she says. “Scott 
and I were thinking about 
starting a family at that time 
and welcomed the opportu-
nity to move closer to home 
and be near extended family.” 

The couple lived in Grimes 
for more than 20 years, while 
she was an assistant director 
with Principal and Scott was a 
marketing director and agron-
omist with Pioneer, which 
now is known as Corteva 
Agriscience. 

The couple has one son, 
Logan, who also is an ISU 
alum. He graduated with an 
industrial engineering degree 
in December 2019 and started 
his fulltime career with Crane 
Worldwide Logistics in Ohio 
a year ago. In December he 
accepted a promotion with 

Scott and Trish Hart like to walk and hike together. When 
they have a chance to get away, they enjoy traveling and 
exploring U.S. National Parks. Here they are shown at the 
Grand Teton National Park. PHOTO, PAGE 14

WINTER IS HERE, DON’T LET 
YOUR FURNACE GIVE YOU THE 

COLD SHOULDER

DOUG’S PLUMBING 
AND HEATING INC.

2164 Highway 25, Guthrie Center • (641) 332-2198

“These guys are rock stars. We had an 
issue with our townhouse and another 
company had come out the previous 
week and could not find the problem. 
When the problem occurred again, 
we spoke to Doug’s guy over the 
phone and they came right over. 
The employee walked in and 
within 30 seconds knew 
exactly what needed to be 
done. He had his guys come 
that same day and do the 
repair all on a Saturday!”
Christian H.

HEATING • COOLING  •  PLUMBING

Number 1 in the Number 2 business!

APPLY TODAY!

Ready to BUY, BUILD, or 
IMPROVE a home or lot?

www.mypeoples.bank

PENNY WETZEL
Loan Officer 

NMLS#: 868368
641-747-3100

pwetzel@mypeoples.bank

TERESA HAGEN
Loan Officer

NMLS#: 718155
515-386-4848

thagen@mypeoples.bank

Boutique

FREE SHIPPING 
on all orders $50+ at BellaSorella-Boutique.com 

118 W. MAIN STREET, PANORA

Thursday & Friday 10a-5p
Saturday 10a-4p

Representing my clients 
best interests with 

exceptional customer service 
Buyers • Sellers • Relocation 

Brandy Clark
Realtor®
712-790-7283
brandy.clark@precisiondsm.com
225 NW 18th St. Ankeny, IA 50023
LICENSED TO SELL REAL ESTATE IN IOWA.

 A Family 
That Delivers!

 Roger has been serving Lake 
Panorama, Panora, & Yale residents as 

a rural carrier for over 23 years



BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times 

The officers of Lake 
Panorama Fin and Feath-
er recently set Saturday, 
June 26 as the date for 
the organization’s 2021 
annual banquet. The 
banquet had been tenta-
tively scheduled for May 
8 to coincide with the 
LPA annual meeting, but 
with COVID-19 concerns 
continuing, the officers 
decided waiting another 
seven weeks would be 
best so committee mem-

bers could more safely 
and effectively accom-
plish banquet prepara-
tion.

The 2020 Fin and 
Feather annual banquet 
was cancelled because 
of COVID-19 public 
gathering restrictions. 
However, the organiza-
tion was able to continue 
the 2020 fish stocking 
effort through its use of 
fund reserves generated 
at previous fundraising 
banquets.

More than $14,000 
worth of fish were added 

in November 2020 to 
Lake Panorama. Fish 
stocking totals for 2020 
included 2,500 walleye, 
1,200 smallmouth bass 
and 1,000 largemouth 
bass. 

Volunteers in the non-
profit Fin and Feather 
group have been stock-
ing fish and working to 
improve fishing condi-
tions in Lake Panorama 
since 1984.

The June 26 Fin and 
Feather banquet will be 
held at the Lake Panora-
ma National Resort with 

social hour beginning 
at 5 p.m. A dinner and 
silent/live auctions will 
follow at 6 p.m. All ages 
are welcome. 

Tickets to the event are 
$35 each, with children 
12 and younger $20. 
Another option is to join 
the Big Skipper Club at a 
cost of $125. This cov-
ers two dinner tickets, 
raffle tickets, name in the 
program and an annual 
family membership. The 
cost of an annual family 
membership is $40. 

Donations, tickets and 

other payments made in 
2020 were carried over to 
2021 and can be used for 
2021 memberships and 
meal tickets. Those who 
would like to use their 
2020 payment as a dona-
tion can do so and also 
make 2021 purchases 
and payments. 

To purchase dinner 
tickets and member-
ships by check, make 
it payable to Fin and 
Feather and mail to Doug 
Hemphill, Farmers State 
Bank, P.O. Box 110, Yale, 
IA 50277. Dinner reser-

vations and payments 
also can be made online 
using a credit card or 
PayPal account. Visit the 
organization’s website at 
www.panoramafinand-
feather.com. n
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BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times 

The Lake Panorama Associa-
tion (LPA) staff already is gear-
ing up for spring and summer 
projects, while managing the 
daily changes of an Iowa winter. 
This month’s Q&A with John 
Rutledge, LPA general manager, 
includes information on several 
topics important to LPA mem-
bers.

Q: What changes in COVID-19 
policy can LPA members ex-
pect for this spring and sum-
mer?

A: Like everyone else, we’re 
looking forward to a return to a 
pre-pandemic environment. We 
remain optimistic but will ap-
proach all policy changes with 
a measure of caution. Policies 
may differ between the LPA and 
Lake Panorama National/Pan-
orama West, due to the nature 
of those businesses and the 
facilities in which they operate. 

Lake Panorama National and 
Panorama West are looking 
forward to welcoming guests 
for golf and dining. The din-
ing facilities will continue to 
utilize the ample space we have 
available and ensure those who 
wish to maintain social distanc-
ing can continue to do so. As in 
2020, golf will continue to offer 
members an opportunity to 
safely enjoy the outdoors and 
get some much-needed fresh 
air. 

Lake Panorama National 
policies continue to require the 
wearing of masks by staff who 
are in contact with customers. 
We understand some custom-
ers appreciate this and others 
think it is unnecessary. Please 
know we don’t seek to be part of 
a political debate on masking, 
but rather, we strive to ensure 
we can provide all of our cus-
tomers with a level of comfort 

and service they expect. 
The LPA office will continue 

to be closed to walk-in traffic 
until further notice; however, 
we will accept visitors by ap-
pointment. This decision is 
based upon both the limited 
physical space of the LPA office 
and the well-defined peak of 
spring traffic LPA experiences. 

For instance, LPA issued 2,841 
boat stickers during 2020. In 
pre-pandemic times, it was 
common to have dozens of 
members cycle through the 
small space of LPA’s front office 
on a given day. But in 2020, 
LPA office staff and the LPA 
membership worked through 
the pandemic by communicat-
ing via email, telephone and 
by using the LPA drop-off box. 
This strategy worked extremely 
well and allowed us to avoid 
the concerns associated with a 
congested waiting area. 

Due to the uncertainty of the 
year to come, the LPA office 
will continue our COVID-19 
protocol into the 2021 season. 
Thanks to all of our members 
who have helped make this 
a very safe and effective ap-
proach to conducting business 
with the LPA office.

Q: Look ahead to 2021 and 
share some dates LPA mem-
bers should have on their 
calendars.

A: The 2021 LPA annual meet-
ing is scheduled for 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, May 8, at the LPN 
Conference Center. The meet-
ing will include the election 
of three members to the LPA 
board of directors, as well as an 
annual overview on the busi-
ness of the association. If the 
board of directors determines 
it is imprudent to host a large 
gathering on May 8, then the 
backup date of Saturday, June 
26, will be used.

The annual Fin and Feather 
fundraiser banquet generally 
coincides with the date of the 
LPA annual meeting. This year, 
the Fin and Feather officers 
have set Saturday, June 26, 
as the date for the organiza-
tion’s 2021 banquet. 

With COVID-19 concerns 
continuing, the officers decided 
waiting another seven weeks 
would be best so committee 
members could more safely 
and effectively accomplish ban-
quet preparation. The banquet 
will be held at the LPN Confer-
ence Center with social hour 
beginning at 5 p.m. A dinner 
and silent/live auctions will fol-
low at 6 p.m. 

The Independence Day week-
end always marks a highlight of 
summer for many LPA mem-
bers. The annual Fire in the Sky 
Fireworks Show is scheduled for 
Saturday, July 3, 2021.

Q: What capital projects does 
LPA have planned for 2021?

A: LPA’s largest capital expen-
diture for 2021 involves a proac-
tive maintenance project at the 
LPA dam. Over the last several 
years, LPA, Shive-Hattery Engi-
neers and the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources have been 
working together to develop a 
plan for improvements to the 
dam’s auxiliary spillway. This 
project is designed to ensure 
the dam remains sufficiently 
protected in the rare occur-
rence of a major flood event 
that utilizes the auxiliary spill-
way.

In 1986 and 1993, the LPA 
dam’s concrete principal 
spillway was unable to keep 
up with the inflow of epic rain 
events. So, as it was designed 
to do, water discharged over 
the earthen auxiliary spillway, 
which ensured the structural 
integrity of the dam was not 

threatened. On both occasions, 
the auxiliary spillway func-
tioned effectively.

The principal spillway and 
the auxiliary spillway are sepa-
rated by a substantial earthen 
berm. This berm is critical 
to ensure any flows over the 
auxiliary spillway are kept away 
from the concrete walls of the 
principal spillway. Inspections 
of the separation berm identi-
fied the importance of proac-
tive maintenance in this area. 

Bids will be requested for this 
earthwork project in early 2021, 
with the work being completed 
by September 2021. Total earth-
work and engineering for this 
project is anticipated to cost be-

tween $200,000 and $250,000. 
The project will not require any 
adjustment of the lake’s water 
level and will not impact the 
2021 boating season.

Also on the list for 2021 are 
the replacement of an LPA 
security boat and a secu-
rity pickup. This department 
continues to maintain a fleet 
of three patrol boats and two 
security trucks.

A final notable improvement 
will be replacement of the 
bathrooms at Shady Beach and 
Sunset Beach. Timing of this 
work is up in the air but will be 
communicated to the member-
ship as the project advances. n

LPA PROJECT UPDATES 
FROM GM

Visit www.LakePanoramaTimes.com for news, classified listings, photos and more!

Lake Panorama 
Association
Board of Directors 
Meeting
Dec. 15, 2020
(Unapproved Minutes – Will re-
ceive final approval at the March 
23, 2021 LPA board meeting.) 

The Lake Panorama Asso-
ciation Board of Directors met 
Dec. 15, 2020, at 5 p.m. via Web 
Conference. Board members in 
attendance were Larry Babcock, 
Mary Jane Carothers, Emily 
Donovan, Gary Evans, David 
Finneseth, Rich Schumacher and 
Jim Spradling. 

LPA Staff in attendance: Danna 
Krambeer and John Rutledge.

Visitors in attendance: Cheryl 
Howard

President Carothers called the 
meeting to order at 5 p.m.

Agenda Item 1 – Approval of 
the Agenda – 

Schumacher moved to approve 
the agenda. Motion seconded, 
carried unanimously.  

Agenda Item 2 – Open Fo-
rum – Cheryl Howard, lot 930, 
4211 Panorama Drive, addressed 
the board regarding a variance 
request for side lot setback of 4 
feet at foundation and 6 feet at 
roof line. This would leave 4 feet 
from lot line to roof line. Howard 
explained that septic field loca-
tion and setbacks from water-
front prohibited the addition at a 
different location. The Building 
Codes committee has recom-
mended to deny the variance 
request. Howard is asking the 
Board of  Directors to consider 
the request.  

Carothers moved to Agenda 
Item 4c

Agenda Item 4c – Variance 
Request – lot 930, side lot set-
back, Cheryl Howard

Rutledge reviewed the rules re-
garding 10-foot side lot setbacks 
for the purpose of a useable ease-
ment to be able to access this 
area for future drainage and util-
ity purposes. Board discussed 
the information presented.

Babcock moved to deny the 
side lot setback variance request 
for Lot 930 – 4211 Panorama 
Drive, Cheryl Howard. Motion 
seconded. Roll call vote, carried 
unanimously.

Agenda Item 3 – Consent 
Agenda

Donovan moved to approve 
the consent agenda. Motion sec-
onded, carried unanimously.

Consent agenda to include: 
a) LPA General Manager’s 

Report 
b) Approval of minutes from 

11.24.2020 LPA Board Meeting 
c) Acceptance of 11.30.2020 

consolidated financial report – 
LPA & LPN, LLC  

d) Set date for next board 
meeting – 03.23.2021

e) Accept minutes from 
11.23.2020 LPN LLC Board of 
Managers meeting

f) Authorization to make 2021 
investment in subsidiary (LPN, 
LLC) of up to $250k per budget 

Agenda Item 4a – Accept 
Building Codes Minutes from 

12/14/2020 meeting
Building codes meeting was 

held 12/14/2020.
Spradling moved to accept the 

12/14/2020 Building Code Min-
utes. Motion seconded, carried 
unanimously.

Agenda Item 4b – Variance 
Request – lots 789/790, front lot 
setback, Don and Linda Eckles

The front lot setback request 
was denied by building codes 
committee. Based upon the 
committee’s denial, the member 
developed an alternate plan and 
withdrew variance request. No 
board action required.

Agenda Item 4d – Appoint-
ment to fill a vacancy on the 
LPA Building Codes Committee

Rod Knudsen is currently 
serving on the Building Codes 
committee, with a term expiring 
in May 2023. Knudsen recently 
informed Rutledge his availabili-
ty for this obligation has changed 
and he has respectfully tendered 
his resignation. 

Building Codes Committee 

has recommended the appoint-
ment of Terry Gebard to com-
plete the term.

Schumacher moved to accept 
the resignation of Rod Knudsen 
and appoint Terry Gebard to the 
balance of Knudsen’s term on the 
building codes committee, run-
ning through May 2023. Motion 
seconded, carried unanimously

Agenda Item 5 – Old Business 
- None

Agenda Item 6 – Closed Ses-
sion – None

Agenda Item 7 – Other Busi-
ness 

Rutledge updated the Board 
on the LPN Board of Managers 
meeting from Dec. 14, 2020. John 
Coghlan was elected president 
for the upcoming year. The PPP 
loan granted to LPN, LLC in 2020 
was officially forgiven by the 
SBA.

Adjourn - With no further 
business, the meeting was ad-
journed at 6 p.m.  n

LAKE PANORAMA FIN & FEATHER BANQUET JUNE 26
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2067 Highway 4, Just north of Panora on the lake!
641-757-9800 • thelakesidevillage.com Retirement living on the lake!

$ 500 OFF 

THE FIR
ST 

3 MONTHS 

ALL L
EVELS OF CARE.

Lakeview Balcony Assisted Living 
Apartments are RENTING NOW! 

Assisted Living services include 3 delicious meals, utilities with 
basic cable and Wi-fi, laundry service, weekly housekeeping, 
and an individualized healthcare service plan tailored to you. 

The Lakeside Village offers many on-site services including 
rounding doctors, lab services, pharmacy delivery, therapies, 
dentist, optometry, chiropractic, massage, hospice, beauty salon, 
exercise classes, telehealth appointment assistance, and so much 
more! When everything you need can't come to you, we offer 
free scheduled transportation within a 60 mile radius of Panora. 

DON’T WAIT TO SECURE YOUR APARTMENT 

Independent, Assisted, and Memory Independent, Assisted, and Memory 
Care services tailored to your needs.Care services tailored to your needs.

Kyle Olson
Broker

515-570-1100
www.listwithkyle.com
108 E Main Street, Panora

MLS member covering 
most of Southwest Iowa. 

SPRINGSPRING
INTO ACTION!INTO ACTION!

Licensed to sell real estate in the state of Iowa.
Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers 

currently under contract with a brokerage.

NOW is the time to sell. 
Historically low interest 

rates = more buyers.
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Crane into a new leadership 
role in California. He and his 
girlfriend, Danielle Armstrong, 
now are settled in the south-
ern California area.

In 2007, while living in 
Grimes, Scott and Trish bought 
a lot at Lake Panorama in An-

drews Cove, on the northeast 
side of the lake just before the 
Narrows. 

“I enjoyed many summers 
with my family on the wa-
ter, boating and camping at 
Gavin’s Point Dam in Yankton, 
South Dakota, so lake life is in 

my blood,” says Trish. 
Their good friends, Larry 

and Heidi Wolinski, had built 
a home in Burchfield Cove and 
own Azcon Construction. The 
couple partnered with Larry on 
the custom design and build of 
their home and moved to Lake 
Panorama fulltime in 2014. 

“We were drawn to Lake 
Panorama for many reasons,” 
Trish says. “The boating, ski-
ing, tubing and fishing, the 
variety of wildlife, the serenity 
of being in a rural setting and 
near the water. We also own a 
farm and recreational timber 
south of Guthrie Center where 
Scott has a cow-calf opera-
tion. Scott’s a big hunter and 
enjoys spending time there.” 

Hart says, when they started 
building, they quickly discov-
ered Andrews Cove and the 
surrounding area had some 
“generous and warm neigh-
bors nearby. We learned this 
the first winter snowstorm we 
experienced after moving in, 
when we received 14 inches of 
snow. David Van Ahn came to 
our rescue with his tractor and 
blade and quickly scooped us 
out. And we’re delighted Dave 
still graciously does this for 
us every snowstorm.”  

Another example of that 
neighborly compassion in-
volved Mary and Ray Pals, 
who helped tow their boat 
to Coulter’s Marine after a 
faulty battery was discovered. 

“Scott and I love hosting 
our family and friends at Lake 
Panorama,” Trish says. “We’ve 
made so many great memo-
ries here and look forward to 
making many more.” 

By the winter of 2017, after 25 
years in a fulltime leadership 
role with Principal Financial 
Group, Trish was ready for a 
change. 

“This was before COVID-
19,and the commute into 
downtown Des Moines was 
taking its toll,” she says. “Af-
ter many great years with the 
company, I resigned and was 
ready to look for something 
part-time.” 

Within a few weeks, Trish 
saw Lake Panorama National 
Resort was looking for some-
one to work at the LPN front 
desk. 

“I interviewed and started 
working 20 to 25 hours a week 
in April 2017,” she says. “Work-
ing there has been a welcome 
change and allowed me to get 
to know many more Lake Pan-
orama residents and LPN club 
members. 

“I enjoy interacting with ev-
eryone and seeing them enjoy 
the variety of amenities LPN 
offers, especially in the busy 
spring and summer seasons,” 
Trish says. “I cover the phone 
lines and help guests make 
lodging arrangements for the 
townhouses and hotel, prep 
their keys, and assist guests 
with check-in and check-out. 
It’s a completely different vibe 

Getting this photo of a barred owl was more 
difficult because they are more active in the 
evening. It’s striking how the colors of the 
owl match the wintery surroundings. 

This winter’s weather has given Hart the 
chance to snap photos of her favorite birds 
and wildlife in frosty conditions, such as this 
male blue jay. 

While most of the photos Hart offers through Nature’s Canvas Photography are taken at 
Lake Panorama, this one of a bald eagle catching a fish was snapped at Saylorville Lake. 

Two young fox took a break from exploring last summer, just long enough for Hart to 
snap some pictures. 

PHOTO
FROM PAGE 11

Feeders on the Harts’ upper deck not only 
attract birds, they attract squirrels. 

The Harts have a variety of bird feeding 
stations on their upper deck. This female 
oriole is enjoying an orange. 

PHOTO, PAGE 15

Retailer Name & Logo
www.archerhomecenter.com

618 GREENE STREET, ADEL, IOWA 50003

515-993-4241
Store Hours: M,W,F 9-6  |  T, TH 9-8  |  Sat 9-5Match anyone’s price, BEAT anybody’s service!
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Suggest Lake Panorama residents 
and their pets for us to cover on 
the Lake Panorama - Lake Dogs 
and Cove Cats Facebook page

LAKE DOG & COVE CAT
By CHERYL TEMPLE
Lake Panorama Times

Lake Dog
Name: Tanner
Nickname: T-Bone
Breed: Yellow lab 
Age: 15 years old
Owners: Andrea and Justin Rishel

Tanner was a rescue that was be-
ing fostered by neighbors of Andrea 
and Justin Rishel. Tanner chose the 
Rishels as his family one night at a 
neighborhood get together. 

On nice days, you will find Tanner 
laying outside soaking up as much 
sun as possible (even on the hottest 
of days). He enjoys going on long walks, swimming in the lake, car rides to PJ’s for ice cream 
and Grandma and Grandpa Pipers’ for sleepovers or just to say “hi” and grab a treat or two. 
Tanner’s pet peeve is when his feline siblings try to snuggle with him on his bed. n

Cove Cat
Name: Lucky
Breed: Calico 
Age: 6 years old
Owners: Andrea and Justin Rishel

How appropriate for our March Cove Cat to be named 
“Lucky.” She is a 6-year-old Calico rescue kitty that 
wandered into Andrea and Justin Rishel’s garage.

She enjoys the outdoors, hunting and rolling 
around on the concrete. Lucky comes running 
when she hears the treat bag.  She likes napping 
in drawers, playing with her kitty brother Houdini, 
and hiding under the blankets with her family. Her 
pet peeve is an empty food bowl. n

from my previous role, and I’ve enjoyed get-
ting to know a new set of colleagues at LPN 
and LPA.”

Scott now works as a marketing director 
with AgVenture, one of Corteva Agriscience’s 
seed brands. The couple likes walking together 
and hiking, and when they have a chance to 
get away, they enjoy traveling and exploring 
U.S. National Parks. 

But when they’re at Lake Panorama, they 
often are on the water. 

“Our family loves being on the water, and 
Scott’s an avid fisherman,” Trish says. “One 
of our favorite activities is taking the boat 
out right before sunset and heading to the 
upper basin to relax and savor those rapidly 
changing colors on the horizon. Iowa sunsets 
are magical, and we’re so blessed to be in an 
area where we can enjoy heaven’s artistry.

“As I look back on 2020 when the virus hit 
and we all started sheltering at home, it seemed 
the perfect opportunity for me to slow down, 
pay attention to what was going on outside, 
and truly appreciate nature’s seasonal bless-
ings and rhythms,” Trish says. “That’s what 
Nature’s Canvas Photography is all about. For 
those interested in adding some color and 
life to their walls and décor, I would love to 
help make it happen.” 

Prices for Hart’s custom prints vary as she 
partners with a variety of production hous-
es that may be offering special promotions 

throughout the year. Some clients have been 
interested in simply buying a digital down-
load of an image, which they can turn into 
a custom mug, blanket, puzzle, keychain, 
computer mousepad, Christmas ornament 
or a host of other items.

Hart recently did a photo shoot at The Lake-
side Village for marketing purposes, after Gloria 
Dahl of Windy Ridge Interiors & More staged 
several apartments in the senior facility. She 
says while her first love will always be nature 
photography, she’s open to considering other 
projects. Hart can be contacted by visiting 
www.facebook.com/NaturesCanvasPhotos. n

PHOTO
FROM PAGE 14

This bright red male cardinal with a snowy 
beak was perched on a feeder on the Harts’ 
deck when Trish captured this image. 

While Lake Panorama residents don’t 
appreciate it when deer browse on their 
landscape plantings, there’s no denying 
the cuteness level of a mother doe and her 
baby fawn. 

Trish Hart captures photos of many 
vibrantly colored birds, including this 
bluebird. Hart says, since ancient times, 
bluebirds have been a symbol of good luck 
and happiness. 

Stuart-Anita Veterinary Clinic, pc

• Pet wellness
• Diagnostics
• Surgery
• Large or small animals
• Emergencies

Panora 
P.E.T.S.
Helping the 
homeless cats 
of Guthrie County
www.panorapets.com

THE LOCAL ANIMAL EXPERTS

827 Front St., Stuart (515) 523-1755  •  300 N. Highway 148, Anita (712) 762-4193
www.StuartVetClinic.com  •  M-F 8am-5pm, SAT 8am-Noon

Kurt Schade
CRS, CNHS, Broker Associate

(515) 208-0757
kurt.schade@cbdsm.com

www.kurtschade.com

Jana Schade
Realtor®

(515) 577-4565
jana.schade@cbdsm.com

www.kurtschade.com

Celebrate the 
NEW YEAR 

in your 
NEW HOME! 

Whether you are buying or selling, now is 
the perfect time. Call The Schades today!

Coffee on the dock is 
just around the corner...

Showroom: 609 N. Carroll Street, Carroll
(712) 792-2863 • dreesco.com

THE BEST SELECTION OF 
HOME APPLIANCES 

IN WEST CENTRAL IOWA!

Appliance Delivery
Appliance Installation

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Appliance Disposal
Appliance Service & Repair

DON’T GET BUGGED DON’T GET BUGGED 
THIS SUMMER!THIS SUMMER!

Dale Hochreiter: 641-757-0605
Panora, IA

GIVE ME A CALL, I HANDLE THEM ALL!

Locally owned and operatedLocally owned and operated
——

Free estimates and no contractsFree estimates and no contracts
— — 

Licensed and InsuredLicensed and Insured
——

All work is guaranteedAll work is guaranteed
——

Products used are people Products used are people 
and pet friendlyand pet friendly

WE RID YOUR HOME OF:
ANTS & FLIES

BED BUGS
 WASPS

COCKROACHES
SPIDERS 

& MUCH MORE

I also offer quality mosquito, tick, and flea I also offer quality mosquito, tick, and flea 
control for your yard or outdoor space. Perfect control for your yard or outdoor space. Perfect 

for your next outdoor party or gathering!for your next outdoor party or gathering!
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Dave Wagler Broker

641.757.1204

THINGS TO DO 
WHEN YOU ARE 
CONSIDERING 

SELLING 
YOUR HOME.

Our team will help you
 navigate the turbulent waters of 

the current seller’s market with our 
experience and local expertise.

Agent involved sales are proven to:
 • Sell properties quicker

 • Sell for higher $

 • Help the seller have a better overall   
  experience and less heartburn!

1. Call us at Sunset Realty
2. We’ll handle the other 9!

641.755.2377

Laura Kemble Broker Associate

641.757.0287

Angie Worth Agent/Office Manager 

712.249.4067

This advertisement is not intended to solicit already listed properties. Licensed to sell real estate in Iowa.
Information in this advertisement is deemed accurate from Guthrie County Assessor Site & Des Moines Area Multiple Listing Service.

Stay Connected!


