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In 1966, Paul Brackels-
berg was a new animal sci-
ence faculty member at Iowa 
State University. Three years 
later, his wife Phyllis joined the 
ISU textiles and clothing fac-
ulty. One day they were driv-
ing to a conference together 
when they decided to stop 
in Panora to check out Lake 
Panorama. 

“The lot sales location was 
on the west side,” Paul says. 
“We didn’t have much money, 
but we ended up buying some 
lots on the west side that we 
were told would be real mon-
eymakers for us. It didn’t re-
ally turn out that way.” 

But eventually they bought 

a boat and started spending 
time on the new lake. Phyl-
lis had grown up in Minne-
sota so was familiar with 
the family fun of living on 
a lake. The couple now had 
three children and decided 
it was time to build a house 
on Lake Panorama. In 1988, 
they purchased a waterfront 
lot on the east side near the 
entrance to the Narrows, plus 
three B lots across the street. 

They built a small home – 
just 1,040 square feet. But it 
was a place for them and their 
extended family to gather. 

“Phyllis’ parents from Min-
nesota came to visit and said 
we made a good decision, that 
having a lake home is a good 
way to keep families together,” 

Paul says. 
The couple combined the 

three B lots across the street 
into one. Paul says he was “too 
tight” to pay taxes on land and 
just let it sit, so he planted pine 
trees. As they grew, he sold 
some for Christmas trees and 
gave some away. He still has 
some people who choose a 

tree each year and come cut 
it down when they are ready. 

The first trees were scotch 
pine. As those grew and were 
harvested, Paul decided to re-
plant using white pine. He 
says the softer needles don’t 
hold Christmas ornaments as 
well, but each year many tree 
branches are cut and turned 

into wreaths and garland.  
The area is surrounded by a 

tall fence in an attempt to keep 
deer out. Once the pine trees 
were planted, Paul decided to 
add play features for his grand-
children. A large tree house 
was built. A tire swing hangs 
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BRACKELSBERG FAMILY ENJOYS LONG 
HISTORY AT LAKE PANORAMA
“Having a lake home is a good way to keep families together.”
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Donations support vaccine roll out, Tori’s Angels
Ten Squared Women and Ten Squared Men assist with local needs.

Paul Brackelsberg stands near the caboose of the wooden train he built for his 
grandchildren, which now gets a lot of use from his great-grandchildren. 

Pictured left to right: Lexi Buckner, Jo Rasmussen, Cheyenne Hester, Abby James, Jotham Arber and 
Kent Irwin.

Ten Squared Women and Ten Squared 
Men announced donations would be 
made to Tori’s Angels Foundation and 
Guthrie County Public Health, respec-
tively.

The Ten Squared groups’ members 
agree to make a $100 donation each so 
that, when combined, a sizable dona-
tion can be made to a local charity. The 
women’s group has 100 members and 
the men’s group close to 150. 

Tori’s Angels Foundation helps pay for 
medical expenses not covered by insur-
ance for children with life-threatening 
conditions. The Foundation helps with 
travel expenses related to treatment 
(such as airfare, hotels, meals) as well 

as co-pays, deductibles and medica-
tions. The Foundation has supported 
73 children in the last 10 years.

The donation by Ten Squared Women 
will be used to help pay expenses of 
children in Guthrie County.

Ten Squared Men chose to give their 
donation to Guthrie County Public 
Health to help with the distribution 
of the COVID-19 vaccination within the 
county. The donation will help purchase 
software that would register Guthrie 
County residents to verify that only resi-
dents of the county receive the county’s 
allotment of vaccines. It will also help 
in making sure that those vaccinated 
are called back for their second dose. n

A high fence surrounds Paul Brackelsberg’s small tree farm and various play pieces for 
grandkids and great-grandkids, including a large tree house and a wooden train. 
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Joshua McCurnin is the new ex-
ecutive chef at Lake Panorama Na-
tional. He has more than 17 years 
of experience in the food industry 
and most recently worked at Edge-
water in West Des Moines. Over the 
years, McCurnin also has worked 
at Wobbly Boots, Des Moines Golf 
& Country Club, Sysco, Fleming’s 
Prime Steakhouse and 801 Chop-
house. 

McCurnin will be working closely 
with Blake Wenzel, who was hired 
in late July as the LPN food and 
beverage manager. 

“Josh’s past experience makes me 
excited for the future of the Links 
restaurant,” says Royce Shaffer, 
LPN operations manager. “I am 
pleased with the teamwork that 
already has developed between 
Josh and Blake. They are sure to 
create events our members and 
guests will love, and I am excited 
to have Josh on our staff.”

 McCurnin grew up in Mitchell-
ville and started working in res-
taurants when he was 12 years old. 

“My dad’s friend had a place, and 
I would come in to wash dishes and 
fold pizza boxes,” he says. “After 
a couple years, it was the classic 
line cook calling in sick, and the 
owner asking me if I want to learn 
how to cook. I never looked back.” 

McCurnin graduated from Des 
Moines Area Community College 
with a double degree in culinary 
arts and hotel restaurant manage-
ment. During that time, he was 

able to do a six-month internship 
with a chef in France.

  What interested McCurnin 
about the LPN position? 

“What intrigued me about the job 
was the variety of different types 
of foods that we are going to be 
executing,” he says. “And that I 
was given full creative control in 
menu changes and recipes. 

“I would like to get to the point 
where we have golfers having a 
grill-out at Spikes after 18 holes, 
prime rib going on in the Links, a 
beer dinner on the patio, and for 
maybe a more intimate evening, 
I come to a member’s house and 
prepare a menu that we build to-
gether,” McCurnin says. “All this 
while we are prepping for a wed-
ding on Saturday.

“I was fortunate enough to work 
the Solheim Cup in 2017 at Des 
Moines Golf and Country Club,” 
he says. “There were a couple days 
that week we were executing seven 
to 10 different menus. It was a lot 
of planning and strict timing, but 
it was a lot of fun, too.”

McCurnin says he’s learned over 
the years that to be successful in 
the food industry, a person must 
adapt quickly to any given situation. 

“Adaptability really starts with 
getting the guest what they want, 
then exceeding their expectations, 
whether those expectations are 
expressed or not,” he says. 

As part of the interview process, 
McCurnin was asked to prepare 
a meal for a small group of LPN 
board members and employees. 

This event gave him some insight 
into what he might expect as the 
LPN chef. 

“My first impression was the 
people,” he says. “When I did my 
cooking demonstration, I had never 
felt so welcomed by people that I 
just met five minutes earlier. Their 
comments were thoughtful and 
generous.”

Wenzel and McCurnin already 
are discussing ways to increase 
business for the LPN kitchen. 

“We have to ride out this CO-
VID thing first,” McCurnin says. 
“But what we have talked about is 
wine dinners, beer dinners, cook-
ing classes. I want to do some guest 
chef nights, where the guest chef 
and I prepare a special menu, one 
night only. We also want to do some 
‘take and bake’ options, and more 
family carryout meals.” 

What foods does he enjoy when 
he’s not cooking for others? 

“My brother and I smoke a lot 
of meats in our free time,” Mc-
Curnin says. “He’s a chef at Face-
book in Altoona, so our family get 
togethers were pretty awesome 
before COVID hit. That’s our fa-
vorite, but anything seafood in-
terests me, too.” 

 McCurnin and his family live on 
the west side of Waukee. His wife 
Stacy also works in the restaurant 
industry. They have two teenage 
children — Liam and Lola. n
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ON THE LAKE

BY SHANE GOODMAN
Editor and Publisher

We have been working to make our 
lake home a little “smarter” recently, 
and this world of gadgets that we now 
live in reminds me of “Get Smart,” the 
television comedy series that parodied 
the secret agent genre in the late 1960s 
(and was also made into a movie in 
2008). Although I don’t envision talk-
ing on a phone in my shoe anytime 
soon, I do at least try to seek out some 
of the latest technology — eventually. 
Admittedly, I may be a bit late to the 
game at times, but even Maxwell Smart 
“missed it by that much.” 

With all this in mind, I am reminded 
of one of my first “digital” purchases 
— a Pioneer single disc CD player in 
1986. I dropped $249 of my hard-earned 
cash on this “high-tech” device that 
was to change the world with a sound 
so sharp that I was told it could blow 
my home speakers. My vast collection 
of cassettes, albums and even a few of 
my brother’s 8-track tapes would soon 
be obsolete, as this CD player was to 
transform how I would listen to mu-
sic. And it did. My friends stopped by 
one day and listened in amazement 
at the crisp sounds and the ease of 
play, and then one asked, “But how 
do you run with it?” OK, the CD play-
er wasn’t perfect, so I kept my Sony 
Walkman for that purpose. But this 
stereo component did change life as 
I knew it then, and it was kind of fun 
being a techie.  

That was 35 years ago, and as my 
kids so often remind me, it’s not the 
1980s anymore. I may no longer feel 
the need to be the first in line to buy 
the latest and greatest technology, but 
that doesn’t stop me from dabbling 
with a few new gadgets. 

Our lake home became “smarter” 
with a Ring doorbell that we installed. 
Then our home became even “smarter” 
with a few Amazon Echos. But why stop 
there? We purchased a Nest thermo-
stat to control our home’s heating and 
cooling. And then, lo and behold, one 
of my daughters showed me a deal on 
smart plugs that we clearly needed to 
turn our lamps on and off remotely.  

So what’s next? Who knows? In the 

meantime, does anyone need a single 
disc CD player?  

Oops
Speaking of getting smarter, as lake-
home owner newbies, we are still learn-
ing the ropes. The lesson for this past 
month was to remember to take the 
dock ladder out of the lake before the 
water freezes. Ouch.

A chuckle
And finally, a little lake humor. What 
is a lake’s favorite subject? Algaebra. 

Happy New Year, and, as always, 
thanks for reading. n

Shane Goodman

Get smart
It’s not the 1980s any more.

Joshua McCurnin is the new executive 
chef at Lake Panorama National Resort. 
His first day on the job was Dec. 1. He 
comes to the LPN with more than 17 
years of experience in the food industry. 

NEW EXECUTIVE CHEF JOINS 
LAKE PANORAMA NATIONAL 
Joshua McCurnin comes to the LPN with more than 17 years of experience in the food industry. 

“Josh’s past experience makes me excited 

for the future of the Links restaurant. 

I am pleased with the teamwork that 

already has developed between Josh and 

Blake. They are sure to create events our 

members and guests will love.”
— Royce Shaffer, LPN operations manager
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LAKE PANORAMA LOTS AVAILABLE

LAKE PANORAMA CONDOS AVAILABLE

LOCAL LISTINGS

5060 Karen Drive #316
 3 bedroom 
$185,000

5072 Karen Drive #319
3 bedroom 

REDUCED $185,900

5076 Karen Drive #320
3 bedroom

REDUCED $185,900

5080 Karen Drive # 321
3 bedroom 

REDUCED $185,900

6922 Andrews Terrace 
$85,000 • 2.6 Acres

4039 Panorama Drive 
$8,900

215 W Main Street • $99,900 
4 bedroom, 2 bath 

Excellent Investment Property!         

300 West Street • $69,900  
3 bedroom, 1 bath 

Great Starter Home! 

102 13th Street SE 
$280,000        

Commercial Property

4231 Panorama Drive 
$189,000 • Waterfront

4229 Panorama Drive 
$138,500 • Waterfront

4343 Panorama Drive 
$215,000 • Waterfront

Sale Pending
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Golf membership applica-
tions for 2021 now are avail-
able for both the 18-hole Lake 
Panorama National Resort and 
the nine-hole Panorama West 
golf course. Both courses are 
owned by the Lake Panorama 
Association and managed by 
Lake Panorama National.

There is an extra incentive 
for those who join and pay 
their 2021 membership in 
full in January. 

LPN golf memberships 
paid by Jan. 31 will receive a 
$100 LPN gift card. Panorama 
West golf memberships paid 
by the same date will receive a 
$25 LPN gift card. Those who 
choose the all-inclusive mem-
bership, which includes both 
golf courses, plus the LPN pool 
and fitness center, will receive 
a $125 LPN gift card if they pay 
in full by Jan. 31.  

Annual memberships are 
available at both courses for 
both Lake Panorama Associa-
tion property owners and those 
who are not LPA property own-
ers. All memberships include 
free use of the Lake Panorama 
National driving range.

In an effort to expand mem-
bership access to LPN ame-
nities, a payment program is 
available for all golf member-
ship categories, plus the LPN 
pool and fitness center. Those 
interested can pay their 2021 
membership choices automati-
cally through their bank ac-
count. 

Starting March 1, 2021, and 
ending Aug. 1, 2021, member-
ships will be withdrawn in six 
equal payments from a person’s 
bank account. A convenience 
fee of $100 will be charged with 
the first withdrawal. An autho-
rization agreement is available 

online and in the LPN pro shop. 
There are several member-

ship options. Besides regular 
memberships at both LPN and 
Panorama West, there is a spe-
cial “first time” membership 
available for those who have 
never been an LPN member. 
The cost of this membership for 

a family is $1,050, for a couple it 
is $892.50 and for an individual, 
the cost is $682.50. LPN mem-
bers who refer a “first time” 
person who joins will receive 
$50 in LPN pro shop credit. 

Distance memberships at 
Lake Panorama National are 
available for people who do 

not own a home at Lake Pan-
orama and who live more than 
18 miles from the LPN. 

Memberships for the LPN 
swimming pool and fitness 
center also are listed on the 
2021 membership applications. 

Those using private carts on 
either golf course must pay a 

trail fee. At the LPN, members 
have the option of a cart lease, 
which entitles one person to 
a seat on an LPN cart for the 
season. 

Other services listed on the 
membership form are cart stor-
age at both courses, plus bag 
storage and a USGA handicap 

at the LPN. Those who play in 
the LPN’s leagues and handi-
cap tournaments must pay the 
$30 handicap fee. This fee is 
not required for Panorama 
West leagues. 

Membership forms are on-
line at www.lakepanoramana-
tional.com/membership.  n

Although this photo doesn’t look like golf will be possible anytime soon, the two Lake Panorama golf courses often are open by mid-March. It makes 
sense to get your 2021 golf membership application completed and submitted with payment, so you’ll be ready to play when the time comes. 

Gift card incentives for 2021 golf 
memberships paid in January
LPN golf memberships paid by Jan. 31 will receive a $100 LPN gift card.

2067 Hwy 4, Just north of Panora on the lake!
(641) 755-3443 • thelakesidevillage.com

Retirement living 
on the lake!

Take the next step to a fun and 
relaxing retirement when you call to 

schedule your personalized tour 
of The Lakeside Village today!

Everything you need at home!
Local Rounding Doctors Strehle, Ash, and Bascom

Podiatry • Dental • Therapies • Lab Services
Grocery & Pharmacy Delivery 

Enjoy your cozy new apartment, 
heated garage, scheduled transportation, 

and 3 delicious meals a day.

Don’t wait to secure your apartment. 

MOVE IN BY FEBRUARY AND 

Get the first round of 
COVID-19 Vaccine!



from another tree. Freestand-
ing playground equipment is 
located in several spots. 

The most interesting play 
feature is a wooden train, with 
cars large enough for both chil-
dren and adults to climb into. 
The Brackelsberg’s three chil-
dren all live along Interstate 
35. Their son lives in Oklahoma 
City. One daughter is in Ames, 
with another daughter in the 
Twin Cities. 

The Twin Cities family used 
to travel to Strasburg, Pennsyl-
vania, on business, and some-
times Paul and Phyllis would 
make the trip, too. They stayed 
in the Red Caboose Motel there, 
where each room is a caboose. 
One of the many train-themed 
parts of the motel and surround-
ing area is a wooden train, with 
an engine, caboose and three 
cars in between. 

“The grandkids loved play-
ing on that train so much, I de-
cided I should build them one,” 
Paul says. “I took pictures and 
got measurements and came 
home and started building it, 

one car at a time. The grand-
kids loved it, and now it’s the 
great-grandkids that play on 
it the most.” 

Phyllis and Paul retired in 
1998. 

“We both had very success-
ful, productive careers at Iowa 
State,” Paul says. “We felt we had 
the best jobs at the university, 
because we were both teaching 
and advising undergraduates. 
It was a huge joy for both of us.” 

Phyllis passed away 10 years 
ago. Paul lives in the Green 
Hills Retirement Community, 
located on 30 acres just south 
of the ISU campus. At the age 
of 81, he remains active in the 
community there, while also 
making regular trips to his Lake 
Panorama home. This year he 
cut pine branches and created 
15 wreaths to donate for a fun-
draiser for his Kiwanis Club.  

The three Brackelsberg chil-
dren gave their parents 18 liv-
ing grandchildren, with one 
deceased. There now are 11 
great-grandchildren, with No.  
12 arriving soon. It has been a 

long-time tradition for all the 
close family and descendants 
to gather at Lake Panorama one 
weekend each summer, often 
the first weekend in August. 

As the family continued to 
grow, Paul’s daughter who 
lives in Ames convinced him 
the original lake home was 
becoming too small for the 
big family gatherings. Seven 
years ago, the house was ex-
panded and now boasts 2,300 
square feet on each of its two 
floors. Even with seven bed-
rooms, Paul says those family 
weekends have kids sleeping 
on couches and air mattresses 
scattered throughout the house. 

A couple of years ago, all 40 of 
the Brackelsberg descendants 
were present for the special 
family weekend. This year’s 
pandemic cut into the num-
ber of family members who 
could attend, but there still 
were about 30 in attendance. 

“I let the kids and grandkids 
do all the planning now,” he 
says. “I just show up and en-
joy.” n
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This photo was taken during the 2020 Brackelsberg family weekend at Lake Panorama. Paul is kneeling in the front 
wearing a white cap with a great-grandson on his knee. The original home was expanded seven years ago. 

BRACKELSBERG
FROM PAGE 1

Paul Brackelsberg chose this white pine not because he 
wanted to cut it down as a Christmas tree but rather to cut 
off branches and make Christmas wreaths. 

Paul Brackelsberg displays two of the many wreaths he created for the holiday season 
this year. He cuts branches from the pine trees on his B lot for wreaths and other 
holiday decorations.

COULTER’S PANORAMA MARINE
See our inventory at cpmboats.com

SA L ES  A N D  S ERV I C E  •  F U L L  S ERV I C E  G A S  D O C K  •  B OAT  STO R AG E  •  V W  D O C KS

Lake Panorama, Panora, Iowa 50216
coulters@netins.net • Phone: 641-755-2920 • Fax: 641-755-2772 

“FOR SERVICE AFTER THE SALE”
PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR HOMETOWN MARINA.

Since Since 
1983!1983!

Ultra LX ALL NEW FOR 2021 - 160LX

AQUA PATIO
LUXURY HIGH 

PERFORMANCE
TRIPLE PONTOON
PRICED FROM THE 

MID-SEVENTIES

MONACO
ALL NEW

TRIPLE PONTOON 
FOR 2021 PRICED 
FROM THE UPPER 

FIFTIES

ALL FOUR WINNS LUXURY 
MODELS IN-STOCK, INCLUDING 

THE 190, 200, 210 AND 230!

190 200

210 230

MASTERCRAFT 
XT21

Classic styling and 
a midsize length 

meet cutting-edge 
performance across 

every sport.

MASTERCRAFT 
XT22

With crossover 
capabilities serving up 

endless possibilities 
you can wakeboard, 

ski and surf

MASTERCRAFT 
NXT22

Bigger, badder and 
built to be attainable, 
the NXT22 is where 

performance, comfort 
and style meet.

HYDRAULIC LIFTS FOR BOATS 
AND PONTOONS IN STOCK

VW DOCKS IN STOCK: WOOD AND ALUMINUM

SWEETWATER
GOOD TIMES AND  

GREAT VALUE  
PRICED FROM THE  

LOW-TWENTIES.
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Austin Reed of Stuart has a passion for birds 
— and helping others enjoy them.

Last spring, he partnered with businesses 
and other volunteers to install bird houses at 
a nursing home and apartment complex in 
his hometown. Then he brought his passion 
to Lakeside Village — a senior living facility 
with independent living apartments, assisted 
living and memory wing — on the east side 
of Lake Panorama.

He and his business partners and volun-
teers have shepherd’s hooks made for bird 
feeders and gather donations of feeders, suet 
cake holders, bird feed, and more. Since the 
feeders have been installed, he returns weekly 
to refill them. 

“It’s a cool little project,” says Amada Creen, 
director of Lakeside Village. “He builds, col-
lects and donates bird feeders to long-term care 
communities. He has partnered with many 
businesses. He fills the bird feeders every 
week. Austin Reed is a genuinely nice guy.” 

Those wishing to help cover expenses can 

visit his gofundme page. See his Facebook 
page as well. He uses a theme “For the Good 
Ole Birds” for his project. n

‘For the Good Ole Birds’
Stuart man shares passion for birds at Lakeside Village.

The Panora and Lake Panorama Economic 
Development group, locally known as PRIDE, 
announced important donations from two 
Panora area banks. The Iowa Trust & Sav-
ings Bank and the Guthrie County State 
Bank each made $25,000 donations to the 
development group to assist them with a 
land purchase. Curt Thornberry, president 
of the group, hailed the donations as key to 
the group’s goal of redeveloping 1.1 acres of 
commercial property along State Highway 
4 in Panora.

“The City of Panora is a vital economic cen-
ter within Guthrie County,” remarked Thorn-
berry. “The community is a leader among 
cities in our county, particularly in annual 
retail sales. Based on the State’s scoring of 
our community, Panora is considered a re-
gional draw. With more businesses operating 
in town there is limited land and few build-
ings available for businesses to locate here. 
With a few exceptions, most of the downtown 
storefronts are occupied,” Thornberry said.

“We get quite a few inquiries for businesses 
looking to locate in Panora that are unable 
to find a suitable location,” he noted. “With 
the purchase of the property along the high-
way, PRIDE plans to combine the parcels 
and make them available for commercial 
development.” 

It is worth noting that the construction of 
the Panora Plaza in 1986 by area developer, 
Irv Gerlich, was the last commercial mult-

itenant retail project in Panora outside of 
the downtown business district. 

According to Thornberry, the project would 
have taken much longer and been more dif-
ficult had we not been able to have commu-
nity partners like Iowa Trust & Savings Bank 
and Guthrie County State Bank. 

“We wanted to remove a land bottleneck 
that has been hampering commercial devel-
opment locally. They saw a need, as well, in 
the community and wanted to play a part in 
our efforts,” he added. “Iowa Trust & Savings 
Bank is committed to the success of our com-
munity and is honored to be part of the team 
working for its future,” said Julie Dent-Zajicek, 
president of the bank’s Panora branch. “This 
land acquisition will position our commu-
nity for future growth and we are pleased 
to contribute to the project.”

“PRIDE acts as a connector to help our 
business community create a vision and see 
the opportunity that exists in Panora,” said 
Mark Cates, vice president and branch man-
ager, Guthrie County State Bank. “When it’s 
time to make a strategic move, PRIDE helps 
facilitate that activity quickly and efficiently. 
Guthrie County State Bank is proud to sup-
port these collaborative efforts.”

In 2016, Panora Telco also assisted PRIDE 
in this development project. The local com-
munications cooperative provided a $10,000 
donation to the group to help purchase the 
north parcel. n

Donations move land purchase 
forward for Panora’s PRIDE group
Funding is key to the group’s goal of redeveloping 1.1 acres of commercial property.
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A board of managers that oversees the Lake 
Panorama National operation is entering its 
sixth year. While the Lake Panorama Asso-
ciation has owned the LPN golf course since 
1977, it has only owned the LPN conference 
center since 2005.

At the time the conference center was 
purchased, the LPA board established the 
legal corporate entity known as “LPN, LLC” 
to manage this wholly owned subsidiary. 
The Panorama West golf course and club-
house was placed under LPN, LLC manage-
ment in 2013. 

As a 501(c)4 nonprofit organization, LPA 
is required to pay taxes only on gains from 
land sales. Revenues from dues and assess-
ments are not taxable. Keeping the LPA and 
LPN, LLC operations separate protects the 
nonprofit status of the LPA.

To keep this separation, the LPA Board of 
Directors created and appointed the LPN Board 
of Managers, which held its first meeting Oct. 
6, 2015. The LPA board provides oversight of 
the LPN, LLC board. The LPN, LLC board 
works with Royce Shaffer, operations man-
ager, and John Rutledge, director of opera-
tions, to oversee LPN policies and direction.

At the LPA board’s November meeting, 
they reappointed Sue Merryman to a second 
three-year term on the LPN board. Also ap-
pointed to a new three-year term was Kathy 
DeLucca. She replaces Dave Greiner, who 
served on the board since 2017.

Other current board members are John 
Coghlan, Katelyn Brelsford, Greg Steffen, 
Jim Koch and Shanell Wagler. 

Officers for 2021 were elected at the LPN, 
LLC’s December board meeting. Coghlan 
was elected president, with Brelsford as vice 
president and Koch as secretary-treasurer. n

LPN BOARD OF MANAGERS 
ENTERS SIXTH YEAR
Coghlan elected president, with Brelsford as vice president and Koch as 
secretary-treasurer. 

Spiced apple crumble

Servings: 6-8

Filling
6 medium honeycrisp apples, 
peeled and cubed
1 tablespoon white flour
1/2 cup white sugar
1/2 teaspoon ground 
cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon ground cloves
2 lemons, juice only

Topping
1 cup quick oats
1 cup white flour
1/2 cup light brown sugar
1/2 cup dark brown sugar 
1/2 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
powder
1/2 cup unsalted butter, 
melted
1/8 teaspoon salt
vanilla ice cream (optional)

Directions
Preheat oven to 350 degrees 
F.
 To make filling: In medium bowl, add apples, flour, sugar, cinnamon, cloves and lemon juice. Toss to 
evenly coat. Spread evenly in 8-by-8-inch baking dish.
 To make topping: In medium bowl, add oats, flour, brown sugars, baking powder, cinnamon, melted 
butter and salt. Fork mixture to create crumbles. Pour crumble topping over apple mixture.
 Bake 30-40 minutes or until golden brown. Let stand 10 minutes before serving.
 Serve warm with vanilla ice cream.

BY JOLENE GOODMAN

(Culinary.net) This scrumptious spiced apple crumble is not 
only a family favorite but a holiday must-have. It’s the perfect 
dish to top off that next special meal. Kids and adults love 
the deliciously sweet apple chunks filling the bottom of the 
pan along with the crumble topping. Top this killer sweet 
treat with vanilla ice cream for a sensational, melty, oozing-
with-goodness dessert no one can forget. 

Nearly everyone loves a satisfying apple, especially when 
it is baked to perfection, covered with a crumble and topped 
with creamy, cool vanilla ice cream. Not to mention the splash 
of lemon added to this mixture brings out a unique tart twist. 

Make your next family gathering just a little sweeter for 
all. Spice things up then cool things down. This dessert does 
it all in just one bite. 

Find this great recipe and more favorites at Culinary.net. n

 Jolene Goodman is the advertising director for Lake Panorama Times 
and resides with her husband Shane on Lake Panorama.

SPICED APPLE CRUMBLE

RECIPENEWS BRIEFS

Jolene Goodman

601 E Main St,Panora • (641) 755-2213

Great Tasting Fresh Fried 
Chicken - Cooked to 

perfection with a unique taste 
and style. A family recipe and 
process that’s been successful 

for over 50 years.
Available at your Panora 

Want to reach Lake Panorama Residents?

Contact me today!

Stormy Baker
cell: 515-822-2531
stormy@iowalivingmagazines.com

ADVERTISE IN THE

Mailed to all property owners!
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BY SUSAN THOMPSON 
Lake Panorama Times 

At the beginning of Decem-
ber, $19,000 had been donated 
to Friends of Lake Panorama 
for a proposed Lake Panorama 
dog park. By the end of De-
cember, donations had reached 
$30,000. 

The ultimate goal for the 
dog park is $50,000 to con-
struct the park and provide 
all desired amenities. The 
Friends board had set an in-
terim goal of $25,000 raised by 
May 1, 2021, to ensure this is a 
financially viable project. With 
$11,000 donated in December, 
that goal was surpassed four 
months early. 

One reason for the strong 
level of donations was a chal-
lenge made early in Decem-
ber by Amanda and Jeff Creen, 
who said they would match up 
to $2,500 in donations made 
within the month. 

The couple has been taking 
their two rescue pups to the 
Perry dog park for the past year. 
They were excited when plans 
for a Lake Panorama dog park 
were revealed and are look-
ing forward to it being built. 
Amanda says they decided to 
offer the December matching 
funds to help speed the process. 

Amanda is the Lakeside Vil-
lage director, and she and Jeff 
live on the third floor of the 
senior living facility. Lakeside 
Village is pet friendly, and 
there are several dogs living 
with their owners there, in ad-
dition to Lola and Toby, the 
dogs she and Jeff own. 

The couple adopted Toby 
three years ago and Lola two 
years ago. Both came through 
United Yorkie Rescue and were 
7 years old at the time of adop-
tion. 

“We love the idea of a dog 
park at Lake Panorama,” 
Amanda says. “I know we’ll 
be loading up the Lakeside bus 
with dogs and their owners and 

making trips to the dog park 
on a regular basis.”

Plans for the park include a 
6-foot-high chain link fence 
650 feet long and 155 feet wide. 
There will be two sections — 
one for small dogs and one for 
large dogs — with chain link 
fence dividing the two areas. A 
single entrance will be protect-
ed by a keyless lock. Once in-
side this gate, users can choose 
a gate to either the large-dog 
or small-dog areas. 

Crushed rock will create 
a 5-foot-wide walking path 
along and under the fencing 
to provide a weed barrier and 
keep dogs from digging. A small 
gravel parking lot will be ad-
jacent to the park. 

Amenities inside the park 
fence included in the $50,000 
cost estimate are four bench-
es, four stations where bags 
for dog waste would be avail-
able, and two domed waste 
receptacles. A dual station pet 
fountain placed in the fence 
line between the two sections 
would make it possible for dogs 
to access drinking water from 
either side. 

The facility will be open to 
LPA members and their guests. 
Signs will be posted for respon-
sible use. A sign recognizing 
donors of $500 or more also 
will be posted at the dog park.

Fundraising for the dog park 

will continue as Friends of Lake 
Panorama’s priority project 
over the next several months, 
with hopes construction can 
begin in the fall of 2021. 

Checks made payable to 
Friends of Lake Panorama 
can be mailed to P.O. Box 488, 
Panora, Iowa, 50216. Other do-
nation options and more infor-
mation are available at www.
friendsoflakepanorama.org. 

The Friends of Lake Pan-
orama board recently voted 
to host its fourth Beach Ball 
fundraiser on Friday, July 30. 
A final decision will be made 
at the board’s spring meeting, 

but it is anticipated a percent-
age of funds from this event 
will go to the dog park. 

The board also hopes to use 
some of the Beach Ball funds 
for smaller projects, such as 
walking trails near Panorama 
West and the south shore, a disc 
golf course on the west side 
of the lake, and more bench-
es and other amenities at all 

three beaches. 
For the past year, the char-

ity has focused on raising 
$70,000 for new playground 
equipment at both Shady and 
Boulder Beaches. New equip-
ment was installed at Shady 
Beach in October, and the 
$70,000 goal also was reached 
that month. 

The Boulder play equipment 

has been ordered and will be 
delivered and installed in the 
spring. Some additional money 
was donated in December for 
the playgrounds, which made 
it possible to add a second in-
dividual spring rider at Boul-
der Beach. Signs recognizing 
donors of $500 or more will 
be installed near both play-
grounds next summer. n

DONATIONS FOR LAKE PANORAMA 
DOG PARK SURGE IN DECEMBER
Interim goal surpassed four months early, $20,000 still needed. 

Jeff Creen and Lola at the dog park in Perry. 

Toby and Lola have been making regular trips to the Perry 
dog park with their owners Jeff and Amanda Creen. To 
encourage donations to a Lake Panorama dog park, the 
Creens offered to match up to $2,500 in donations during 
the month of December. 

Amanda Creen and Lola, 
who was adopted by 
Amanda and her husband 
Jeff two years ago. 

“We love the idea of a dog park 
at Lake Panorama. I know we’ll 
be loading up the Lakeside bus 

with dogs and their owners 
and making trips to the dog park 

on a regular basis.”
— Amanda Creen

• Chlorine removal and softening   
 all-in-one

• Whole Home Filtration

• Salt Delivery

• Unbeatable Prices and Warranties

• Reverse Osmosis Drinking 
 Water Systems

The Hero Premium Water Conditioning system has been designed 
to fit your needs and save you money at your lake home.

You deserve high quality water

Call for a free home water evaluation. (641) 757-1473

SP
E

C
IA

L 
T

O
 T

H
E

 L
A

K
E

 T
IM

E
S

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS!

Show us how you are enjoying 
your time at Lake Panorama. Send 
photos with names and captions to 

shane@dmcityview.com.
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Submit FREE obituaries at www.lakepanoramatimes.com. 

Eileen Goodrich, 93, 
daughter of Morton and 
Angeline (Carris) Smithson, 
was born Dec. 8, 1926, near 
Perry. She passed away 
Sunday, Nov. 29, 2020, at the 
Guthrie County Hospital, 
Guthrie Center.

 Eileen graduated from 
Linden High School. On 
Dec. 15, 1948, she married 
Leonard L. Goodrich 
in Perry. To this union, 
two children were born: 
Christine Eileen and Marty 
Leonard. They made their 
home on a farm near 
Linden. Eileen was known 
as the “Cake Lady” because 
she made cakes for every 
occasion for residents of 
the area. She did this from 
1965 until 2005 when she 

and Leonard retired and 
moved to Lake Panorama in 
November of 2005. Following 
Leonard’s death in 2007, 
she continued to live at the 
Lake and would make an 
occasional cake for those 
who requested one. She and 
Leonard enjoyed square 
dancing together up until 
around 2000 when they 
stopped. 

 Eileen was a member of 
the Panora United Methodist 
Church and the Red Hats.

 Eileen is survived by 
her daughter, Christine 
Thomson of Garland, Texas, 
and son, Marty Goodrich 
of Cedar Rapids. She is also 
survived by many nieces and 
nephews. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, 

husband Leonard, brothers 
Dale and Ted Smithson, and 
sisters Marjorie Parlee and 
Helene Crowl.

 Funeral services were 
Saturday, Dec. 5, 2020, at 
the Twigg Funeral Home, 
Panora. Burial was in 
West Linn Cemetery, near 
Linden. n

OBITUARIES

Do I need a fishing license to fish on Lake Panorama? And if so, where can I buy 
one?
An Iowa fishing license is required to fish at Lake Panorama, and this includes 
ice fishing. The LPA office sells licenses during regular office hours. They ask 
that you call ahead at 641-755-2301 to make an appointment. Iowa residents 
can also purchase licenses online at https://www.iowadnr.gov/fishing/buy-
your-license.  
 
I heard that Lake Panorama is the largest private lake in Iowa? Is that true, and 
how big is the lake?
Yes, Lake Panorama is the largest private lake in Iowa with 1,160 acres of lake 
surface and more than 30 miles of shoreline. If you are curious, the largest lake 
of any sort is Lake Red Rock with more than 15,000 acres of water.  

If I choose to rent out my lake home over the winter, are there restrictions?  
Yes, there are several, and they are detailed in 2.30 section of the LPA Rules and 
Regulations titled “RENTING BY MEMBERS.” First and foremost, a member 
may not rent his or her home or condo more than one time in any four con-
secutive week period. Those who violate this shall be fined $500 per day. Also, 
members must register any renters, and renters must sign agreements stating 
that they will abide by LPA rules. Failure to register renters shall result in fines 
of $50 for a first violation, $100 for a second violation, and $250 for a third or 
subsequent violations. See the LPA Rules and Regulations for full details. n

ASK

If you’ve got questions, we’ll find the answers.

Submit your questions at www.lakepanoramatimes.com 
or email shane@dmcityview.com. 

Q:

Q:

Q:

A:

A:

A:

Alvin “Al” Charles Storesund, 
78, of Panora, went home 
to be with the Lord on 
Saturday, Dec. 26, 2020. His 
last days were spent in 
EveryStep Kavanagh 
House in Des Moines after 
a courageous battle with 
cancer. His Confirmation 
book states, “My name is of 
no importance to the rest 
of the world...but my name 
is written in the Book of 
Life.” Alvin’s faith in God 
held strong until the end.

 Alvin was born on March 
11, 1942, in Ottesen. He was 
the second born of three 
sons to Gerner and Edna 
Storesund. He was baptized 
in the Trinity Lutheran 
Church on May 3, 1942. He 
was confirmed at the Peace 
Lutheran Church in Glidden 
on March 25, 1956, and 
graduated from Glidden 
High School in 1960. After 
high school, Alvin enlisted 
into the United States Air 
Force. After basic training, 
he was stationed in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, with the SAC 97th 
air refueling squadron. He 
was an assistant crew chief 
on a KC 97 air refueling 
plane that refueled B-47 
Bombers. From Lincoln he 
was regularly sent on Alert 
Duty in Fort Churchill, 
Canada, for two-week 
stints. The KC 97’s squadron 
did a three-month tour 
in the Azores Islands 
during the Cuban Crisis. 
Alvin finished his days in 
the service stationed in 
Bangor, Maine, receiving 
his honorable discharge 
effective July 14, 1966, after 
two years in the Air Force 
Reserve. Alvin made many 
lifelong friends during his 
time in the service and also 
met his wife, Rowena, while 
stationed in Lincoln.

 Alvin and Rowena 
were joined in marriage at 
Trinity Lutheran Church on 

Aug. 25, 1962, in Lincoln, 
Nebraska. After living in 
states ranging from Maine, 
Nebraska, Florida and finally 
Iowa again, they settled 
down in Coon Rapids to 
raise their family of five: 
Lonnie, Jodi, Trudi, Wes 
and Quinten. Alvin found 
work with a local Chevrolet 
dealer, Niles Chevrolet, as 
a mechanic until moving 
across the street to Garst 
and Thomas print and mail 
department until retiring 
in 2007. He was a member 
of the American Legion 
Gurney Parker Post No. 
357 in Coon Rapids for 48 
consecutive years. He was 
also a former member of 
Ascension Lutheran Church 
in Coon Rapids and a current 
member of St. Thomas 
Lutheran Church in Panora.

 Alvin was a true family 
man with an infectious 
sense of humor. They would 
take their young children on 
annual vacations across the 
United States. They visited 
many locations from the 
Grand Canyon, Washington, 
D.C., Cave of the Winds 
in Colorado, to Cape 
Canaveral in Florida. Alvin 
would watch with pride 
the activities of his 
children’s, which followed 
with traveling to see the 
grandchildren’s activities. As 
an outdoorsman, he 
enjoyed taking the kids 
and grandchildren walking 

through wooded trails, 
boating, water skiing, 
golfing/golf cart rides and 
fishing. The fishing trips 
of “the boys” ranged from 
Iowa, Missouri, Minnesota, 
Colorado and Canada, 
with their most recent trip 
October 2020 to Lake of the 
Ozarks in Missouri.

 He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Rowena’s 
parents, and son Lonnie. He 
is survived by his wife, 
Rowena; children, Jodi 
(Randy), Trudi (Patrick), 
Wesley and Quinten (Tonya); 
grandchildren, Siri, Jakob, 
Shelby, Jamie, Kobe, Sydney, 
Brett, Vallerie, Cory, Shey 
and Kain; brothers, Larry 
and James; along with many 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral services 
were Dec. 31, 2020, at St. 
Thomas Lutheran Church, 
Panora. Burial was in the 
West Cemetery, Panora. 
Twigg Funeral Home, 
Panora, was entrusted with 
his services. n

ALVIN ‘AL’ CHARLES STORESUND

Want to reach Lake Panorama residents? 
Contact me today! 

Stormy Baker cell: 515-822-2531
stormy@iowalivingmagazines.com

EILEEN GOODRICH

BAKER 
Heating & Cooling

Call 515-559-6778  
or 515-833-2052

Servicing Guthrie 
Center and Panora 
areas for all your 
electical needs.

25+ years experience in 
agricultural, commercial, 

residential, industrial 
wiring along with 

trenching & boom truck 
services.

641-332-2675 OR 641-755-3638

VENTEICHER
ELECTRIC, INC.

HOME    COMMERCIAL    FARM

Now’s the time 
to make those repairs 

you’ve been putting off.



Thursday, Jan. 7
4:15 p.m. 
Wrestling: JH Meet vs. Multiple 
Schools  
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 8
No school
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 8
4:30 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls JV Game vs. 
West Central Valley
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 8
5 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys JV Game vs. 
West Central Valley
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 8
6 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls Varsity Game 
vs. West Central Valley
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 8
7:30 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys Varsity Game 
vs. West Central Valley
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Saturday, Jan. 9
9 a.m. 
Wrestling: Varsity Tournament 
vs. Coon Rapids Bayard
Coon Rapids Bayard High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Monday, Jan. 11
6:30 p.m.
School board meeting
www.panoramaschools.org

Monday, Jan. 11
6:30 p.m.
Panora City Council meeting
www.cityofpanora.com

Monday, Jan. 11
4 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls JV Game vs. 
Greene County
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Monday, Jan. 11
5 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys JV Game vs. 
Greene County 
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Monday, Jan. 11
6 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls Varsity Game 
vs. Greene County 
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Monday, Jan. 11
7:30 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys Varsity Game 
vs. Greene County 
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, Jan. 12
4 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls JV Game vs. 
Woodward Granger 
Woodward-Granger High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, Jan. 12
4:15 p.m. 
Wrestling: JH Meet vs. Multiple 
Schools
 Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, Jan. 12
5 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys JV Game vs. 
Woodward Granger  
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, Jan. 12
6 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls Varsity Game 
vs. Woodward Granger  
Woodward-Granger High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, Jan. 12
7:30 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys Varsity Game 
vs. Woodward Granger  
Panorama High School 
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, Jan. 14
4 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls JH Game vs. 
Ogden 
Ogden High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, Jan. 14
4 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys JH Game vs. 
Ogden  
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, Jan. 14
6 p.m. 
Wrestling: Varsity Duals vs. 
Multiple Schools
Southwest Valley
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 15
TBD
Wrestling: JH Meet vs. North 
Polk  
North Polk Middle School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 15
4 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls JV Game vs. 
Des Moines Christian Schools  
Des Moines Christian School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 15
4 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys JV-R Game vs. 
Des Moines Christian Middle 
School  
Des Moines Christian High 
Schools
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 15
5 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys JV Game vs. 
Des Moines Christian Schools  
Des Moines Christian School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 15
6 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls Varsity Game 
vs. Des Moines Christian 
Schools  
Des Moines Christian School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 15
7:30 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys Varsity Game 
vs. Des Moines Christian 
Schools  
Des Moines Christian School
www.panoramaschools.org

Saturday, Jan. 16
9:30 a.m. 
Wrestling: Varsity Invitational 
vs. Multiple Schools
Perry Community Schools
www.panoramaschools.org

Saturday, Jan. 16
4 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls Varsity Game 
vs. Nodaway Valley  
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Saturday, Jan. 16
5:30 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys Varsity Game 
vs. Nodaway Valley 
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Monday, Jan. 18
4 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls JH Game vs. 
Madrid  
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Monday, Jan. 18
4 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys JH Game vs. 
Madrid  
Madrid Elementary School
www.panoramaschools.org

Monday, Jan. 18
4 p.m. 
Wrestling: JH Meet vs. Ogden  
Ogden High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, Jan. 19
4 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls JV Game vs. 
Madrid  
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, Jan. 19
5 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys JV-R Game vs. 
Madrid  
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, Jan. 19
6 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls Varsity Game 
vs. Madrid  
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, Jan. 19
7:30 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys Varsity Game 
vs. Madrid 
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, Jan. 21
4 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls JH Game vs. 
Earlham  
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, Jan. 21
4 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys JH Game vs. 
Earlham  
Earlham
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, Jan. 21
4 p.m. 
Wrestling: JH Meet vs. West 
Central Valley  
Redfield, IA
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, Jan. 21
5 p.m. 
Wrestling: Varsity Duals vs. 
Multiple Schools
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 22
4 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls JV Game vs. 
AC-GC  
Guthrie Center High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 22
4 p.m. 
Wrestling: Varsity Tournament 
vs. Multiple Schools
Southwest Valley High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 22
5 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys JV Game vs. 
AC-GC  
Guthrie Center High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 22
6 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls Varsity Game 
vs. AC-GC 
Guthrie Center High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 22
7:30 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys Varsity Game 
vs. AC-GC 
Guthrie Center High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Saturday, Jan. 23
10 a.m. 
Wrestling: Varsity Tournament 
vs. Multiple Schools
Southwest Valley High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Monday, Jan. 25
6:30 p.m.
Panora City Council meeting
www.cityofpanora.com

Monday, Jan. 25
4:15 p.m. 
Wrestling: JH Meet vs. 
Martensdale-St Marys  
Martensdale-St Mary’s Jr-Sr High 
School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, Jan. 26
5 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys JV Game vs. 
Martensdale-St Marys  
Martensdale-St. Marys Jr Sr High 
School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, Jan. 26
6 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls Varsity Game 
vs. Martensdale-St Marys  
Martensdale-St. Marys Jr Sr High 
School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, Jan. 26
7:30 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys Varsity Game 
vs. Martensdale-St Marys  
Martensdale-St. Marys Jr Sr High 
School
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, Jan. 28
5:30 p.m. 
Wrestling: Varsity Meet vs. 
Multiple Schools
Pleasantville High School 
Pleasantville HS Gymnasium
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 29
4 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls JV Game vs. 
Earlham 
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 29
5 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys JV Game vs. 
Earlham 
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 29
6 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls Varsity Game 
vs. Earlham 
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Jan. 29
7:30 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys Varsity Game 
vs. Earlham  
Panorama High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Saturday, Jan. 30
LPN Chili Cook Off
Lake Panorama National Links 
Restaurant
Do you have a killer chili? Put it 
up against some of the best on the 
lake. Entry fee is $20 which will 
be contributed toward the grand 
prize. There is no cost to sample 
so come out and vote for your 
favorite. More details available 
soon.
https://www.
lakepanoramanational.com

Saturday, Jan. 30
11 a.m. 
Wrestling: Varsity Invitational 
vs. AC-GC  
AC/GC High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, Feb. 2
4 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls JV Game vs. 
Ogden  
Ogden High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, Feb. 2
5 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys JV-R Game vs. 
Ogden  
Ogden High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, Feb. 2
6 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls Varsity Game 
vs. Ogden  
Ogden High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, Feb. 2
7:30 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys Varsity Game 
vs. Ogden 
Ogden High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Thursday, Feb. 4
4 p.m. 
Wrestling: JH Meet vs. 
Woodward Granger  
Woodward-Granger High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Feb. 5
6 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls Varsity Game 
vs. Interstate 35  
Interstate 35 High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Feb. 5
6 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys JV Game vs. 
Interstate 35  
Interstate 35 High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Feb. 5
7:30 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls JV Game vs. 
Interstate 35  
Interstate 35 High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Friday, Feb. 5
7:30 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys Varsity Game 
vs. Interstate 35  
Interstate 35 High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Saturday, Feb. 6
12 p.m. 
Wrestling: Varsity Sectional
TBA vs. TBA
www.panoramaschools.org

Monday, Feb. 8
6:30 p.m.
School board meeting
www.panoramaschools.org

Monday, Feb. 8
6:30 p.m.
Panora City Council meeting
www.cityofpanora.com

Tuesday, Feb. 9
4:30 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys JV Game vs. 
West Central Valley 
West Central Valley High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, Feb. 9
6 p.m. 
Basketball: Girls Varsity Game 
vs. West Central Valley  
West Central Valley High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Tuesday, Feb. 9
7:30 p.m. 
Basketball: Boys Varsity Game 
vs. West Central Valley  
West Central Valley High School
www.panoramaschools.org

Saturday, Feb. 27
Member Mixer
Lake Panorama National Links 
Restaurant
Lake Panorama National Resort 
is hosting a special event for 
those who have joined as 2021 
golf members at either Lake 
Panorama National or Panorama 
West golf course. Gift cards for 
those who joined by Jan. 31 will 
be distributed, and information 
about the upcoming golf season 
at both courses will be available. 
This mixer will be a great 
chance to shake off those winter 
blues, catch up with fellow golf 
members you haven’t seen since 
your last round, and meet some 
new ones. Cash bar will be open, 
and make plans to stay for dinner 
in the Links.
www.lakepanoramanational.com

Tuesday, March 23
5 p.m.
LPA board meeting
www.lakepanorama.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS Submit items for events calendar at 
www.lakepanoramatimes.com. Event dates and times 
are subject to change. Contact hosts for updated details. 
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In September, Friends 
launched a $50,000 
fundraiser for a Lake 
Panorama dog park. At the 
beginning of December, 
$19,000 had been donated 
for a proposed Lake 
Panorama dog park. By 
the beginning of January, 
donations reached $30,000. 

The ultimate goal for the dog park is $50,000 to construct the park 
and provide all desired amenities. The Friends board had set an 
interim goal of $25,000 raised by May 1, 2021, to ensure this is a 
financially viable project. With $11,000 donated in December, that 
goal was surpassed four months early.

The Lake Panorama Dog Park is Friends’ priority project for the 
coming months, with plans to begin construction in fall of 2021 
and open in spring 2022. The park will be located at the corner of 
Sage Trail and RV Road, near the east campground. 

Plans include a 6’ high chain link fence 650’ long and 155’ wide. 
There will be two sections, one for small dogs and one for large 
dogs, with chain link fence dividing the two areas. A single 
entrance will be protected by a keyless lock. Once inside this gate, 
users can choose a gate to either the large dog or small dog areas. 

Crushed rock will create a 5’ wide walking path along and under 
the fencing to provide a weed barrier and keep dogs from digging. 
A small gravel parking lot will be adjacent to the park. 

The facility will be open to LPA members and their guests. A sign 
recognizing donors of $500 or more will be posted at the dog park. 

Please consider making a 2021 tax-deductible donation to support the Lake Panorama dog park. 

____ YES, I’d like to support a dog park at Lake Panorama. Direct my gift to this project.

Donor Name/Names: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My gift is in Memory of or Honor of:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For Friends updates, please provide email: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Prefer to donate to another effort? Check one or more of the remaining funds below. If choosing more than one, tell us how to divide your donation. 

o Friends General Fund        o Boulder Beach        o Shady Beach        o Sunset Beach         Golf Course Beautification: o Lake Panorama National or        o Panorama West

To donate by check, make it payable to Friends of Lake Panorama. Complete this coupon and mail it, along with your check, to Friends of Lake Panorama, PO Box 488, Panora, IA 50216. 

Thanks to everyone who helped Friends of Lake Panorama make great progress in 
2020 towards its goal of improving recreational amenities at Lake Panorama!

All donations are tax-deductible. Donors of $500 or more will be recognized 
on a sign at the dog park and on the Friends website. Checks made payable to
 Friends of Lake Panorama can be mailed to PO Box 488, Panora, Iowa, 50216. 

Donations of securities (stocks, mutual funds, etc.) are welcome. For information, contact Kristen Crouthamel at 
641-755-2799 or Kristen@investgcsb.com. Donations can be made by credit card on the Friends website: friendsoflakepanorama.org.

Questions or suggestions? Contact Susan Thompson, 515-240-6536, or staff@friendsoflakepanorama.org. 

The year 2020 was a good one for Friends of Lake Panorama. On August 1, a Beach Ball 
raised $30,000 for new playground equipment at Shady and Boulder Beaches. By October, 

donors helped finish off that $70,000 fundraising campaign. The playground at Shady Beach 
now is complete. The Boulder Beach play equipment will be installed in the spring.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 2021 Beach Ball  — Friday, July 30
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FOR SALE
 Campbell Hausfeld portable 
small electric air compressor 
with recoil hose.  Hot dog style. 
Operates on 120 Volt house-
hold current. No tools. Works.  
Compact. Lightweight. Easy to 
store. $50.  515-473-8312.  

WANT TO BUY
 Lake Panorama Lot Wanted. 
Affordable C Lot wanted. Please 
call Tony 712-579-2405

HEALTH & MEDICAL
 If you or a loved one were 
diagnosed with OVARIAN 
CANCER or MESOTHELIOMA 
after use of TALCUM prod-
ucts such as BABY POWDER 
or SHOWER TO SHOWER, you 
may be entitled to compensa-
tion. Contact Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727. (MCN)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 INVESTIGATE BEFORE 
YOU INVEST! Midwest Free 
Community Paper Association 
does not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive adver-
tising. Readers are cautioned 
to thoroughly investigate all 
classifieds and other ads which 
require an investment. (MCN)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 INVESTIGATE BEFORE 
YOU INVEST! Midwest Free 
Community Paper Association 
does not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive adver-
tising. Readers are cautioned 
to thoroughly investigate all 
classifieds and other ads which 
require an investment. (MCN)

AUCTIONS
 ONLINE AUCTION. Hansen 
Auction Group 250+ Items. 
Dickery BBQ, Gas Station & Car 
Wash Commercial Appliances, 
Equipment, Furniture & More. 
Call 763-389-5700 for more info. 
Bidding ends Jan 11. Bid now at 
HAGAUCTION.COM. (MCN)

AUTOMOBILES
 DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call for 
details. 855-752-6680 (MCN)
 DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 
1-855-977-7030 (MCN)
 CASH FOR CARS: We Buy 
Any Condition Vehicle, 2002 
and Newer. Competitive Offer! 
Nationwide FREE Pick Up! Call 
Now For a Free Quote! 888-366-
5659. (MCN)

CABLE/INTERNET
 BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 
190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free 
next day installation! Call 855-
824-1258. (MCN)
 Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed. Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-855-679-
7096 (MCN)
 High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, pric-
ing, availability to find the best 
service for your needs. Starting 
at $39.99/month! Quickly com-
pare offers from top providers. 
Call 1-855-399-9295 (MCN)
 DISH TV $59.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, 
Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. 1-844-316-8876. (MCN)
 AT&T TV - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand On All Your 
Favorite Screens. CHOICE 
Package, $64.99/mo plus 
taxes for 12months. Premium 
Channels at No Charge for One 
Year! Anytime, anywhere. Some 
restrictions apply. W/ 24-mo. 
agmt (TV price higher in 2nd 
year.) Regional Sports Fee up to 
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call 
IVS 1-866-387-0621. (MCN)

EDUCATION
 Attention Active Duty & 
Military Veterans! Begin a new 
career and earn your Degree at 
CTI! Online Computer & Medical 
training available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 855-
960-0997. (MCN)

E M P L O Y M E N T / H E L P 
WANTED
 REGISTERED NURSE (Fayette, 
IA). 2 yrs exp in psychiat-
ric or mental health required. 
Excellent benefits/perks.   Text 
‘Send me an App’ to (563)380-
9299 or Call (563)425-3291. 
www.inspiringlivesiowa.org. 
EOE. (MCN)

FINANCIAL
 The COVID crisis has cost us all 
something. Many have lost jobs 
and financial security. Have $10K 
In Debt? Credit Cards. Medical 
Bills. Car Loans. Call NATIONAL 
DEBT RELIEF! We can help! Get 
a FREE debt relief quote: Call 
1-866-552-0649. (MCN)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
 Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 

a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 1-855-
372-3080 or visit www.walkin-
tubquote.com/midwest (MCN)
 Po r t a b l e  O x y g e n 
Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (MCN)
 VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE ship-
ping. Money back guaranteed! 
1-866-306-9928 (MCN)
 MobileHelp, America’s 
Premier Mobile Medical Alert 
System. Whether You’re Home 
or Away. For Safety and Peace of 
Mind. No Long Term Contracts! 
Free Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-
385-9770. (MCN)

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
 NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 855-623-8796 (MCN)
 Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. CALL Christian Faith 
Publishing for your FREE author 
submission kit. 1-888-981-5761. 
(MCN)

MISCELLANEOUS
 Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gut-
ter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
577-1268. Promo Code 285. 
(MCN)
 Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless!Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next 
Generation Samsung Galaxy 
S10e ON US with AT&T’s Buy 
one, Give One offer. While sup-
plies last! CALL 1-844-290-8275. 
(MCN)

VACATION/TRAVEL
 DO WARM WINTERS SOUND 
GOOD?? Bring your RV down to 
the warm Rio Grande Valley. J-5 
RV Park in Mission Tx. will wel-
come you with a country setting 
and friendly people. We have 
a special for 1st time visitors. 
We are following guidelines to 
keep everyone healthy and tak-
ing precautions to protect our 
community. hone us at 956-
682-7495 or 515-418-3214. Email 
info@j5rvparktexas.com Tom 
and Donna Tuttle, Managers. 
(MCN)

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING
Submit FREE classifieds at www.lakepanoramatimes.com. 

BAGLEY
• Bagley United Methodist 

Church 
401 Main St., Bagley 
www.umc.org 
641-439-2458 

BAYARD
• Bayard United Methodist 

Church 
500 Third St., Bayard 
www.umc.org 
712-651-2307 

• St. Patrick Catholic 
Church 
124 Prairie St., Bayard 
www.guthriecounty 
catholicchurches.org 
641-747-3843

CASEY
• Saint John’s Lutheran 

Church 
104 E. First St., Casey 
www.idwlcms.org 
641-746-2734

• United Methodist Church 
100 E. Second St., Casey 
www.umc.org 
641-746-2210

GUTHRIE CENTER
• First Christian Church 

105 N. Fourth St.,  
Guthrie Center 
www.christianchurchgc.com 
641-332-2571

• First United Methodist 
Church 
405 Prairie St.,  
Guthrie Center  
www.gcumcia.org 
641-332-2408

• First Presbyterian Church 
701 State St.,  
Guthrie Center 
641-332-2425

• Guthrie Center First 
Baptist Church 
113 N. Fifth St.,  
Guthrie Center  
www.guthriecenterbaptist.com 
641-747-8198

• Guthrie Center Seventh 
Day Adventist Church 
1305 North St.,  
Guthrie Center  
www.guthriecentersda.com 
641-322-2778

• Immanuel Lutheran 
Church 
713 N. 12th St.,  
Guthrie Center  
www.immanuelgc.org 
641-332-2918

• Kingdom Hall of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses 
1300 Grand St.,  
Guthrie Center  
www.jw.org 
515-747-8524

• Open Bible Church 
606 Prairie St.,  
Guthrie Center 
515-747-3961

• Saint Mary Catholic 
Church 
603 Main St., Guthrie 
Center  
www.guthriecounty 
catholicchurches.org 
641-747-3843

• Seventh-Day Adventist 
Church 
1305 North St.,  
Guthrie Center 
www.adventistdirectory.org 
641-332-2761

• United Methodist Church 
405 Prairie St.,  
Guthrie Center 
www.umc.org 
641-332-2408

• Wesleyan Church 
101 S. 7th St.,  
Guthrie Center  
641-747-3844

MENLO
• Methodist Episcopal 

Church 
402 Sevnth St., Menlo

• Primitive Church 
504 Third St., Menlo

PANORA
• Calvary Chapel of the 

Raccoon River Valley 
604 E. Main St., Panora  
https://calvaryraccoon.com 
641-755-4268

• Church of the Brethren 
2946 200th Road, Panora 
641-755-3800

• Faith Bible Church 
2096 Highway 4, Panora 
www.fbcpanora.com 
641-755-3034

• First Christian Church 
102 E. Church St., Panora 
www.panorafcc.org 
641-755-2227

• Fountain Of Life Church 
2322 Wagon Road, Panora 
www.FOLCPanora.com 
641-755-2322 

• Lighthouse Assembly of 
God Church 
400 S.E. Third St., Panora 
www.panoralighthouse 
assemblyofgod.com 
641-755-3060

• Panora Community 
Church 
2322 Wagon Road, Panora 
641-755-2322

• Saint Thomas Lutheran 
Church 
2100 N. Highway 4, Panora 
641-755-2051

• St. Cecilia Catholic 
Church 
220 N. First St., Panora 
www.guthriecounty 
catholicchurches.org 
641-747-3843

• United Methodist Church 
119 W. Main St., Panora 
https://panoraumc.org  
641-755-2655

STUART
• All Saints Catholic 

Church 
216 All Saints Drive, Stuart  
https://stuartallsaints.org 
515-523-1943

• Fairview Congregational 
Christian Church 
1706 Stuart Road 
515-523-1493

• First Congregational 
Church  
224 N. Division St., Stuart 
www.stuartfccbible.org 
515-523-1570

• Jefferson Center Chapel 
1298 130th St., Stuart 
641-524-5358

• New Beginnings Open 
Bible Church 
207 S.W. Seventh St., 
Stuart 
http://stuartnbchurch.org 
641-757-0192

• Stuart Friends Church 
723 N. Fremont St. 
515-523-1541

• Stuart-Mount Vernon 
United Methodist Church 
219 N.W. Second St. 
http://umcstuartia.org 
515-523-1078

YALE
• Jamaica Union Church 

219 Main St., Yale 
515-439-2458

AREA 
CHURCH 
GUIDE

Submit changes or updates at 
www.lakepanoramatimes.com

Lake Panorama 
Association
Board of Directors 
Meeting
Nov. 24, 2020
Lake Panorama Association – Via 
Web Conference

The Lake Panorama Asso-
ciation Board of Directors met 
Nov. 24, 2020, at 5 p.m. via Web 
Conference. Board members in 
attendance were Larry Babcock, 
Mary Jane Carothers, Emily 
Donovan, Gary Evans, David 
Finneseth, Rich Schumacher and 
Jim Spradling. 

LPA Staff in attendance: Danna 
Krambeer, Lane Rumelhart and 
John Rutledge.

Visitors in attendance: None
President Carothers called the 

meeting to order at 5 p.m.
Agenda Item 1 – Approval of 

the Agenda – 
Evans moved to approve the 

agenda. Motion seconded, car-
ried unanimously.  

Agenda Item 2 – Open Fo-
rum – No one present for open 
forum 

Agenda Item 3 – Consent 
Agenda

Donovan moved to approve 
the consent agenda. Motion sec-
onded, carried unanimously.

Consent agenda to include: 
a) LPA General Manager’s 

Report 
b) Approval of minutes from 

10.27.2020 LPA Board Meeting 
c) Acceptance of 10.31.2020 

consolidated financial report – 
LPA & LPN, LLC  

d) Set date for next board 
meeting - 12.15.2020

e) Accept minutes from 
10.26.2020 LPN LLC Board of 
Managers meeting

Agenda Item 4a – Offer to Pur-
chase Lot 3520

LPA received an offer, direct 
from Luke Wanninger, to pur-
chase lot 3520 in the amount of 
$12,500. Land sales committee 
(LSC) reviewed the offer. This 
is a C lot, located at 4100 Cedar 
Lane, north end of the lake. The 
LSC agreed on a counteroffer of 
$16,000. The buyer has declined 
the counter and after conver-
sation did not wish to counter 

with any number higher than 
the original offer. LPA staff has 
no objections to the sale of this 
property but defers to LSC on 
value. LSC is recommending 
declining the offer of $12,500.  

Schumacher moved to decline 
the offer of $12,500 for Lot 3520. 
Motion seconded, carried unani-
mously.

Agenda Item 4b – Appoint-
ments to LPN, LLC Board of 
Managers

The terms of Dave Greiner 
and Sue Merryman expire on 
12/31/2020. Greiner has respect-
fully declined another term 
on the board of managers. He 
remains supportive but has 
decided it is time for him to con-
clude his service. 

Merryman is concluding her 
first three-year term and has 
expressed a willingness to serve 
again, if appointed.

The LPN board of managers 
has discussed several names 
and recommended a pool of 
candidates for the position, 
which runs 1/1/2021 through 
12/31/2023. 

The Board expressed their 
thanks to Dave Greiner for his 
service and leadership at LPN. 
The Board discussed the can-
didates recommended by the 
Board of Managers.

Evans moved to appoint Kathy 
DeLucca and Sue Merryman to 
the Board of Managers for term 
Jan. 1, 2021 through Dec. 31, 
2023. Motion seconded, carried 
unanimously. 

Agenda Item 4c – 2021 LPN, 
LLC Budget

Rutledge reviewed the pro-
posed 2021 LPN Operational and 
Capital Budget. 2019 revenue 
numbers were used as a basis 
to create the 2021 budget. An 
increase in memberships for 
both LPN and Panorama West 
course are included. Capital 
items for golf course equipment 
for 18-hole course have been 
included in LPN Capital budget. 
LPA will contribute the funds for 
the purchase of the capital items, 
as investment in LPN.

Donovan moved to approve 
the 2021 LPN, LLC operational 
and capital budgets as proposed. 

Motion seconded and carried 
unanimously.

Agenda Item 5 – Old Business
Agenda Item 6 – Closed Ses-

sion – The board entered closed 
session at 5:30 p.m. to discuss 
legal matters. Board existed 
closed session at 6 p.m.

Schumacher moved to ap-
prove the increase in employer 
matching funds from 3 percent 
to 5 percent to the LPA and LPN, 
LLC 401k retirement plan and to 
adjust the eligibility age from 21 
to 19. Motion seconded, carried 
unanimously.

Agenda Item 7a – LPA General 
Manager Contract

Carothers noted for the 
minutes that the general man-
ager’s multi-year contract was 
reviewed in closed session and 
mutually continued by both 
LPA and General Manager John 
Rutledge. Rutledge thanked the 
board for their continued sup-
port.

Adjourn - With no further 
business, the meeting was ad-
journed at 6 p.m.  n

Visit www.LakePanoramaTimes.com for news, classified listings, photos and more!
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LAKE DOGS 
& COVE CAT
By CHERYL TEMPLE
Lake Panorama Times

Lake Dogs:  Stella and Piper, 5 years old
Cove Cat:  Sassy, 8 weeks old
Owners: Chad and Michelle Welch 
Siberian Huskies Stella and Piper sisters. They en-
joy the lake and going on boat rides, but they are 
not swimmers. The kitty is Sassy, and she has been 
with her owners for only a few weeks. Stella and 
Piper get along great with the kitty. They like to play 
with her, and they even all snuggle up together. 

Receive the Lake Panorama Times digitally… for FREE!Receive the Lake Panorama Times digitally… for FREE!

BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times

In 2021, the Lake Panorama Na-

tional golf course will be 50 years old. 

For 40 of those 50 golf seasons, Dan 

Wollner has been the LPN grounds 

superintendent. He’s retiring the end 

of this year, and because of COVID-19 

restrictions, a retirement party is on 

hold until sometime next year. 

Wollner’s wife, Barb, started as the 

course horticulturist the same year 

Dan started as superintendent. The 

pair met while attending Iowa Lakes 

Community College in Emmetsburg 

where they graduated with horticul-

ture degrees. Their three children 

were raised in the log cabin they 

built in 1983 near the No. 13 green. 

Over the years, Barb not only han-

dled flowerbeds and other landscap-

ing but mowed, fixed ball marks, 

moved cups and anything else that 

was needed. She now works full time 

at Guthrie County State Bank and 

plans to retire at the end of 2021. 

“I love the golf course and have 

since my first day of work in 1981,” 

Wollner says. “Every inch of the 

course has its own memory. Trees 

planted, tee boxes built, five miles of 

cart paths cut with an 18-inch-wide 

sod cutter, many holes dug to repair 

irrigation, trees removed from weath-

er damage, mowing, more mowing, 

uncountable ball marks repaired, 

and all the staff who have worked 

with me in 40 years, including Barb 

and our three kids.”

Thinking back, Wollner developed 

a “Top Ten” list following the format 

David Letterman used on his late-

night talk show. No. 10 is 10 years of 

automatic irrigation after 30 years of 

manual irrigation. Those 30 years of 

manual irrigation involved a huge 

amount of time and labor cost. 

“One of the crew or myself would 

start watering about 3 a.m. after the 

greens and tees were done with their 

water cycle,” Wollner says. “It took 50 

minutes to put out 14 heads on the 

first four holes of either the front or 

back, wait for 10 minutes so each head 

ran for an hour at a setting, then start 

the process over on the next holes. 

We ended on the last holes of each 

9 about 9 a.m., hoping to be ahead 

of all golfers, yet on the last cycle of 

14. By the time you were done, you 

usually were soaking wet.”

Wollner’s No. 9 is nine drought 

years out of his 40. No. 8 is having 

worked with eight different head 

golf pros. 

No. 7 is seven major weather 

events — straight line winds, hail, 

ice, derecho, tornado, flooding, ex-

cessive heat and humidity. “Mother 

Nature can be your best friend or 

your worst enemy,” Wollner says. 

No. 6 through 3 cover six different 

general managers, five wonderful 

grandchildren, four assistant super-

intendents, and three perfect kids. 

No. 2 on Wollner’s list is two fami-

lies that have had three generations 

on his staff. These included Gary, 

Matt, and Hunter Soriede, and Terry, 

Dave, and Kade Kemble. 
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CHANGING OF THE 

GOLF COURSE GUARDIANS

Dan Wollner has been the LPN grounds superintendent for 40 years.
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Dan Wollner was hired as the Lake Panorama National course superintendent in 1981. He’s shown here 

during his first year on the job mowing the ninth green.

When Dan Wollner was hired as LPN course superintendent, his wife Barb was hired as the course 

horticulturist. She’s shown in this 1986 photo planting flowers at the tee box on the 11th hole. 

BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times 

Anyone who was a golfing 

member of either Panorama West 

or Lake Panorama National in 

2020 will receive 2021 golf mem-

bership applications and related 

information about the 2021 sea-

son in their mailbox. Application 

forms also are available online 

and in the LPN pro shop. 

There are two golf courses 

at Lake Panorama, both offer-

ing annual memberships. Lake 

Panorama National is an 18-hole 

course located on the east side of 

Lake Panorama. Panorama West 

is a nine-hole course on the west 

side of the lake. Both courses are 

owned by the Lake Panorama As-

sociation and managed by Lake 

Panorama National.

Annual memberships are avail-

able at both courses for both Lake 

Panorama Association property 

owners and those who are not 

LPA property owners. All mem-

berships include free use of the 

Lake Panorama National driv-

ing range.

In an effort to expand mem-

bership access to LPN amenities, 

a payment program is available 

for all golf membership catego-

ries, plus the LPN pool and fit-

ness center. 

Those interested can pay their 

2021 membership choices au-

tomatically through their bank 

account. Starting March 1, 2021, 

and ending Aug. 1, 2021, mem-

berships will be withdrawn in 

six equal payments from their 

bank account. For this service, 

a convenience fee of $100 will be 

charged with the first withdrawal. 

An authorization agreement is 

included in the 2021 membership 

mailing, and also online and in 

the LPN pro shop. 

There are several membership 

options. The All-Inclusive Resort 

and Golf membership includes 

golf at both courses, plus unlim-

ited use of the driving range, pool 

and fitness center at Lake Pan-

orama National Resort. 

For LPA property owners, prices 

for the all-inclusive membership 

are $3,171 for a family, $2,646.50 

MEMBERSHIP, PAGE 2

2021 GOLF 

MEMBERSHIP 

APPLICATIONS 

NOW 
AVAILABLE
Annual memberships are 

available at both courses 

for both Lake Panorama 

Association property 

owners and those who are 

not LPA property owners.

“Forty years, where 

did it go?” Wollner says 

when asked to reflect on 

his years at Lake Panorama 

National. “My emotions 

and memories are 

overwhelming.”
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BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times

Fundraising for a proposed dog 
park at Lake Panorama got a big 
boost from a day-long Octoberfest 
event Oct. 17. A total of $6,225 was 
raised that day from participants 
in a morning walk/run, afternoon 
golf tournament and evening open 
house at the LPN conference center. 

A volunteer committee planned 
the event, designed to increase 
awareness of the dog park plan, 
while raising money and collecting 
donations. Friends of Lake Panora-
ma is managing the donations with 
a goal of $50,000 to build the park 
and provide all desired amenities. 

The Friends board of directors 
has set an interim goal of raising 
$25,000 by May 1 to make sure this 
is a financially viable project. No 
matching funds from the LPA are 
available, so all funding needs to 
come from donations and fund-
raisers.

Nearly $9,000 had been donated 
to the dog park in advance of the 
Oct. 17 fundraiser, and additional 
funds have come in since. The total 
raised to date is more than $18,000. 

Because Friends is a 501(c) 3 non-
profit charity, all donations are tax 
deductible. Donors of at least $500 
will be recognized on a sign at the 
dog park, plus on the Friends web-
site. If the needed funds are raised, 
the facility will be located at the 
corner of Sage Trail and RV Road, 
near the east campground. 

The “Going to the Dogs” walk/
run had 12 participants and took 
place on the back nine cart paths 
of the LPN golf course. Registra-
tion was at Spikes, where freewill 
donations were accepted and wa-
ter and dog bandanas handed out. 

A trailer was set up throughout 
the day between the No. 12 green 
and No. 13 tee box, where volun-
teers provided information, took 
donations and showed the layout 
and location of the proposed park. 

Nine teams participated in the 
“Going to the Dogs” nine-hole, four-
person best shot golf tournament. 
The cost was $40 per person with 
$20 going directly to the dog park. 
The winning team was Jim and Julie 
Tibbles and Scott and Sherri Miller. 
They donated their $40 cash prize 
back to the dog park.

At the open house, five donated 
items were used in a silent auction 
that raised $400. Raffle tickets were 
sold for 21 donated items. A 50/50 
raffle raised $310. The holders of 
the winning ticket were Jim and 
Julie Tibbles, who donated their 
half back to the cause. 
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OCTOBERFEST RAISES 
$6,225 FOR DOG PARK
Total now at $18,000.
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Tammy Deal and Ruth Rowedder are shown before taking part in the 
morning walk/run. Deal’s dog Zoey is sporting a handmade bandana. 
Jan Remley, who is Julie Tibbles’ sister, made 50 of the bandanas, 
which were sold for $5 each. Remley continues to make the bandanas, 
which now are being sold at Crafty’s Coffee in Panora, with all 
proceeds going to the dog park fund. 

Randy Walz and Gretchen and Dan Wilhelmi are shown at the evening 
open house. The day-long fundraising event raised $6,225 for a 
proposed Lake Panorama dog park.

BY SUSAN THOMPSON 

Lake Panorama Times 

In recent months, the LPA has 
received comments, questions 
and suggestions on how to cre-
ate a safer environment on Lake 
Panorama. Most of these ideas 
revolved around buoy place-
ment, water patrol and boater 
education. The LPA created a 
member survey covering these 
topics to try to resolve some is-
sues and come up with better 
solutions for future boating 
seasons. 

A survey summary was pre-
sented to the LPA Water Safety 
Committee at a meeting Oct. 
22 and to the LPA board of di-
rectors Oct. 27. 

There were 515 respondents 
to the survey, with 97 percent 
of those saying they participate 
in some sort of water recreation 
on Lake Panorama. The three 
most popular forms of recreation 
were pleasure boating (95 per-
cent), swimming (85 percent) 
and tubing (77 percent). Fishing, 
kayaking/canoeing and water-
skiing represented a second tier 
of interest, with more than 55 
percent indicating an interest 
in these three pursuits. 

Buoy placement is a hot topic 
among some waterfront own-
ers. Yet when members were 
asked to rate LPA’s current 
buoy placement for the over-
all lake, 76 percent said they 
think the current placement 
is either good or excellent. In 
addition, LPA’s policy to keep a 
static buoy map was met with 
80 percent satisfaction. 

Regression analysis showed 
waterfront cove owners differed 
slightly from main channel 
owners, as 69 percent of cove 
owners felt the placement was 
good or excellent, and 9 percent 
thought current placement was 
poor. Turning to main chan-
nel owners, 86 percent thought 
placement was good or excel-
lent, and only 2 percent thought 
buoy placement was poor. Al-
though cove waterfront owners 
were less satisfied, it is notable 
about seven out of 10 offered a 
response that was supportive of 
current buoy placement. 

When members were asked 
to rate their level of satisfaction 
with the LPA Water Patrol, 80 
percent said they were satisfied 
with patrol efforts. 

There were 89 fines handed 
out on the water this season 
and 83 warnings. The survey 

showed the preferred level of 
enforcement on the lake falls 
somewhere between somewhat 
firm and somewhat casual. 

Thirty-five percent of re-
spondents want patrol to be 
somewhat firm and hand out 
fines for most violations, and 
53 percent want patrol to be a 
bit more casual and only hand 
out fines for the worst violations. 
Around 5 percent want patrol 
to be very firm and issue fines 
for all violations, with another 
5 percent saying patrol should 
be very casual and not issue any 
fines.  The results of this ques-
tion are generally in-line with 
LPA’s current approach to wa-
ter patrol.

The most common feedback 
on patrol was the need for more 
officers on the lake, especially 
during evening hours. 

The survey asked members 
to rate overall boating safety on 
the lake. Ninety-one percent of 
respondents thought boating 
on Lake Panorama was either 
somewhat safe or very safe, with 
six percent of members saying 
boating was either dangerous 
or very dangerous. 

A common complaint LPA of-
ten receives is about boat den-
sity. When asked on a scale of 
one to 10 (one being very open 
and 10 being very crowded) to 
rate the level of boat traffic on 
weekends, the average number 
was 7.6. Thus, members judged 
the lake to be both crowded and 
safe, which indicates a generally 
responsible level of conduct by 
lake boaters.

A lot of LPA’s complaints come 
back to the fault of guests. If 
given more resources to help 
educate, 49 percent of respon-
dents said they would prefer en-
hanced printed materials the 
most. Online references were 
the next popular choice at 32 
percent and a brief online train-
ing course came in third with 
25 percent. Online safety videos 
were just behind at 22 percent. 

Most comments in the final 
section of the survey involved 
speeding in the back of coves 
and concerns with wake boats 
disrupting other boaters and 
shorelines. John Rutledge, LPA 
general manager, says both 
concerns can be attributed to 
a couple different factors. 

“The first involves how easily 
buoys can be read and under-
stood. Feedback on the survey 
showed there could be substan-
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SURVEY YIELDS 
INSIGHT ON WATER 
SAFETY CONCERNS
LPA will target three areas for improvement in 2021.
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BY SUSAN THOMPSON 
Lake Panorama Times

It was spring 2014 when the 

LPA Board of Directors first ad-
opted new rules in an attempt 

to keep aquatic invasive species 

from infesting Lake Panorama. 

Invasive species reproduce ear-
ly, often, in large numbers and 

in multiple ways. They grow 

rapidly and have few natural 

enemies. Aquatic invasive species can 

cause damage to equipment, 

threaten water recreation safety 

and, ultimately, reduce prop-
erty values. Several aquatic invasive spe-

cies have been introduced into 

Iowa water bodies. One of the 

most concerning is zebra mus-
sels. The pest was first intro-

duced in the Great Lakes by the 

emptying of water ballast from 

sea-going ships that arrived 

from the Black and Caspian 

Seas, located between Europe 

and Asia. The mussels since 

have spread into much of the 

upper Midwest including the 

Mississippi and Missouri Riv-
ers, and several streams and 

lakes in Iowa. Zebra mussels are small shell-

fish, named for the striping of-
ten appearing on the shells. 

The organisms can produce 

up to 1,000 microscopic eggs 

every day. The mussels attach 

themselves to smooth surfaces 

and reproduce so efficiently 

that in some lakes, rocks, dock 

posts, underwater portions of 

lifts, boat hulls, propellers and 

inboard/outboard units have 

become completely covered. 
The LPA recently received 

some good news regarding its 

efforts to keep this pest out of 

Lake Panorama.“Zebra mussels is an inva-
sive species that has had det-

rimental effects on other lakes 

in Iowa. They can travel in bal-
last water or plant material that 

may get stuck on a vessel being 

transported from one lake to 

another,” says Lane Rumel-
hart, LPA’s project manager. 

“A lot of LPA’s invasive species 

policies are aimed at trying to 

avoid the introduction of these 

creatures.”This past summer, Rumel-
hart worked with RMB Envi-

ronmental Laboratories Inc. 

out of Detroit Lakes, Minne-
sota, to do some zebra mussel 

veliger testing. 

“Zebra mussel veligers are 

free-swimming larvae of the 

mussels. Water current can pull 

veligers long distances before 

becoming heavy enough to 

settle to the bottom of a wa-
terbody,” Rumelhart says. “I 

talked to RMB’s water biologist 

about testing for zebra mussels 

and was told veligers become 

prevalent one to three years 

before mussels are visible. He 

said by testing for veligers, we 

may be able to get a head start 

on preparation for the mussels, 

if they ever become present.”
Rumelhart purchased a tow 

net made specifically for cap-
turing microscopic organisms 

out of water and pulled samples 
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ZEBRA MUSSEL TESTING RESULTS

So far, so good.

ZEBRA MUSSEL, PAGE 4

ON NEWSSTANDS

FREE
PRSRT STDU.S. POSTAGE PAIDBIG GREENUMBRELLA MEDIA

ECRWSSPOSTAL CUSTOMERBIG GREENUMBRELLA MEDIA
5619 N.W. 86th St., #600
Johnston, Iowa 50131

This boat prop clogged with zebra mussels is an example of 

what could happen at Lake Panorama if this invasive species is 

allowed to reach it. A new testing program the LPA began this 

summer will provide a warning if zebra mussels might begin to 

reproduce in Lake Panorama.

DOG PARK FUNDRAISING INCLUDES OCT. 17 ACTIVITIES  The facility is to be located at 
the corner of Sage Trail and RV Road, 

near the east campground. BY SUSAN THOMPSON 
Lake Panorama Times 

Fundraising is underway for a dog park at 

Lake Panorama, with $500 donations from two 

couples kicking off the campaign the week of 

Sept. 21. Friends of Lake Panorama is managing 

the donations with a goal of $50,000 to build the 

park and provide all desired amenities.  

Because Friends is a 501(c) 3 nonprofit char-

ity, all donations are tax deductible. Donors of 

at least $500 will be recognized on a sign at the 

dog park plus on the Friends website.

If the needed funds are raised, the facility 

will be located at the corner of Sage Trail and 

RV Road, near the east campground. 

A volunteer committee is planning a day-

long Octoberfest fundraising event for Satur-

day, Oct. 17 at Lake Panorama National. The 

day includes three components, all designed to 

increase awareness of the dog park plan, while 

raising money and collecting donations. 

First up is a “Going to the Dogs” walk or run 

that will be held from 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. on the 

back nine cart paths of the LPN golf course. Ev-

eryone is welcome to participate, whether they 

want to walk or run with their dog, or walk/run 

in honor of a dog. The event will begin and end 

at Spikes. No pre-registration is needed, just ar-

rive at Spikes between 8 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. to 

check in. Freewill donations are encouraged.  

A tent will be set up between the No. 12 green 

and No. 13 tee box, where volunteers will pro-

vide information, take donations and show the 

layout and location of the proposed park.

Second on the agenda is a “Going to the Dogs” 

nine-hole, four-person best shot golf tourna-

ment, with a shotgun start at 2:30 p.m. Cost is 

$40 per person, with $20 going directly to the 

dog park. Sign up a four-person team, or the pro 

shop will create teams from singles or couples. 

Play will be on the back nine only, with a stop 

available between holes 12 and 13 to pick up 

information and view the dog park location. 

Check-in at Spikes at 2 p.m. Participants can 

register and pay in advance in the pro shop, 

or pay that day. Call the pro shop at 641-755-

2024 to register. An open house will run from 5 p.m. to 6:30 

p.m. in the LPN banquet room. Free wine and 

beer samples, plus complimentary appetizers, 

will be available. There also will be a cash bar. 

Information about the dog park will be on dis-

play, with committee members available to an-

swer questions, and donations accepted. Several 

items will be available in a general raffle, plus 

a 50/50 raffle will be conducted. 

Plans for the park include a 6-foot-high chain 

link fence 650 feet long and 155 feet wide. There 

will be two sections, one for small dogs and one 

for large dogs, with chain link fence dividing 

the two areas. A single entrance will be pro-

tected by a keyless lock. Once inside this gate, 

users can choose a gate to either the large dog 

or small dog areas. Crushed rock will create a 5-foot wide walking 

path along and under the fencing to provide a 
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5th Annual Panora Chamber Golf Tournament

SEE 
MORE PHOTOS INSIDE!
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Lake Panorama Times 

This month’s Q&A with 
John Rutledge, LPA gen-
eral manager, is a review 
of Lake Panorama RIZ 
activities and how im-
portant this local govern-
ment entity is to the Lake 
Panorama community.   

Q. How would you 
explain Lake Pan-
orama RIZ to some-
one who isn’t famil-
iar with it?
A. The Lake Panorama 
Rural Improvement Zone 
(RIZ) has been an integral 
component of how Lake 
Panorama functions for 
more than 20 years. The 
RIZ board will manage an 
annual budget of $2.45 
million in the 2020-21 
fiscal year. These funds 
are used exclusively for 
the purposes of dredging, 
installation of erosion 
control measures, water 
quality activities, land 
acquisition, and related 
improvements, including 
soil conservation prac-
tices, within or outside 
of the boundaries of the 
zone. RIZ partners with 
LPA on a number of com-
mon goals, but RIZ is an 
independent local gov-
ernment entity, formed 
under Chapter 357H of 
the IA Code.

That law went into 
effect July 1, 1997. It al-
lowed the designation of 
unincorporated areas of a 
county as rural improve-
ment zones, providing for 
improvement projects in 
the zone, authorizing the 

issuance of certificates 
of indebtedness and an 
annual standby tax. Any 
taxes from new construc-
tion or appreciation in 
value of current structures 
would be retained by 
the RIZ district and used 
to retire debt related to 
water quality. At the time 
of the bill’s passage, it 
was estimated this could 
mean $65,000 to $75,000 
a year coming back to 
Lake Panorama. That is 
a far cry from the $2.45 
million the RIZ district 
will receive this year in 
the form of a percentage 
of property taxes paid by 
Lake Panorama property 
owners coming back to 
the community. 

Q. How was RIZ 
funding used in 
2020? 
A. The highlight of 
RIZ’s 2020 effort was 
the completion of the 
Dredge America dredg-
ing contract. In 2019, 
RIZ requested bids for 
dredging in the Middle 
Raccoon River channel. 
This project was designed 
to supplement ongoing 
work by LPA’s crew and 
help “catch-up” in the 
remote areas immedi-
ately downstream of the 
Fansler Bridge. 

Dredge America 
concluded their work 
this fall, totaling 731,653 
cubic yards of sediment 
dredged. Much of this 
sediment was pumped 
into the far reaches of 
County Basin, which 
helped to ensure full 
usage of this sediment 
storage structure before 

the easements expire. The 
total cost of this project 
was $4,313,165.35. When 
combined together, RIZ 
and LPA removed a total 
of 1.14 million cubic yards 
of sediment from Lake 
Panorama during the pe-
riod of 2019 through 2020.
New in 2020 was the 
purchase of an updated 
debris collection vessel. 
This vessel and associ-
ated shore conveyor cost 
just under $400,000. This 
vessel will replace the 
20-year-old “skimmer” 
LPA has operated to re-
move debris for over two 
decades. The new vessel 
has a larger capacity and 
benefits from a more 
modern and efficient 
design. The old skimmer 
will be retained as back-
up, and can be used if LPA 
experiences a large debris 
event that would warrant 
running both vessels at 
the same time. 

Q. How is the Lake 
Panorama RIZ gov-
erned?
A. The Lake Panorama 
RIZ board is comprised 
of five trustees, who serve 
staggered, three-year 
terms. Over 70 voters cast 
ballots in the Dec. 8, 2020, 
election. Re-elected were 
JoAnn Johnson and Doug 
Hemphill. Other mem-
bers of the board include 
Bill Dahl, Larry Petersen 
and Corey Welberg. Of-
ficers are Hemphill as 
president, Welberg as 
clerk, and Johnson as 
treasurer.

LPA and RIZ benefit 
from a cooperative, mutu-
ally beneficial working 

relationship. I believe 
both the LPA board and 
the RIZ board deserve a 
great deal of credit for re-
specting and supporting 
the unique roles each play 
for the long-term viability 
of Lake Panorama.

Q. What projects are 
on the horizon for 
RIZ?
A.  Lake Panorama RIZ is 
always looking ahead to 
ensure we are planning 
for the future. Currently 
under development are a 
fourth and fifth wetland, 
both serving Burchfield 
Cove. Both are in the 
planning stages and look 
promising for develop-
ment. These projects ben-
efit the lake by reducing 
nitrogen, phosphorous, 
sediment and flood surge 
into the lake. These wet-
lands are exciting because 
these are proactive efforts 
that benefit not only Lake 
Panorama but also create 
wildlife habitat in the 
lake’s upstream water-
shed.

A top priority for RIZ is 
the continued develop-
ment of sediment stor-
age basins, which are 
completely separate from 
the wetlands. Although 
wetlands can help buf-
fer the lake, there will 
always be some level of 
sediment issues to ad-
dress at Lake Panorama. 
Having sediment stor-
age facilities available to 
house dredging spoils 
remains the lynchpin to 
Lake Panorama’s success. 
Continued planning and 
development in this area 
is an ongoing priority for 

the coming year.
RIZ also is exploring 

exciting possibilities 
involving streambank 
mitigation, which deals 
with improving stream-
banks that are prone to 
collapse and erosion. 
RIZ definitely is taking a 
multifaceted approach to 
its scope of work, which 
we believe is essential to 
continued success.

Q. Any closing 
thoughts?
A. It is impossible to 
overstate the importance 
of the Lake Panorama 
Rural Improvement Zone. 
RIZ saved Lake Panorama 
from an imminent de-

cline in the late-1990s and 
served as a foothold for 
20-plus years of economic 
growth and success. This 
program remains as criti-
cal today as it was when it 
began.

One irony of RIZ is 
that it’s easy to forget 
how much work goes 
on behind the scenes to 
keep our lake in good 
condition. Unlike some 
of the natural lakes of 
Minnesota, we are a 
man-made lake in the 
heart of Iowa’s farmland. 
Keeping our lake intact 
requires a tremendous 
amount of stewardship 
and financial resources. 
RIZ deserves credit for a 
job well done. n

LAKE PANORAMA RIZ 
Looking back, looking ahead
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BY SUSAN THOMPSON 
Lake Panorama Times

Major upgrades to the Lake 
Panorama Association wa-
ter system are nearing com-
pletion. The project required 
three main components — 
drilling a second Jordan well, 
upgrading to a reverse osmo-
sis treatment system, and in-
stalling a discharge line to 
accompany the reverse os-
mosis process.

The old system used a Jor-
dan well that was drilled in 
2011 and two Dakota wells 
constructed in the 1990s. The 
Dakota wells, which are in 
a shallower aquifer, had be-
come less reliable. These wells 
were the source of iron and 
manganese that resulted in 
some customers having black 
and brown water flowing from 
their taps at times. Eliminat-
ing dependence on these tem-
peramental wells was a key 
reason for this project. 

A line to carry discharge 
water away from the new re-
verse osmosis (RO) system to 
the Middle Raccoon River by 
Highway 44 was installed last 
summer. A one-half-mile-
deep Jordan well was drilled 
in late May. An addition was 
built on the north side of the 

water plant building to house 
the RO system, which arrived 
in June. 

Half of the reverse osmo-
sis system went online in late 
October. The LPA expedited 
the rollout of the new plant 
because of a problem with 
one of the old Dakota wells. 

“This Dakota well was in-
spected by camera in 2017 and 
appeared to be in good con-
dition,” says John Rutledge, 
LPA general manager. “But the 
screen failed this fall. When 
all options were reviewed, the 
only one that made sense was 
to have the RO plant activated 
a little sooner than planned. 
We are lucky we didn’t delay 
further the decision to move 
ahead with the new plant.”

The first Jordan well was 
able to serve the Lake Pan-
orama community for eight 
weeks until a pump was in-
stalled in the new Jordan well 
and all controls were final-
ized. The second half of the 
water system was brought on-
line in mid-December. This 
involved connecting in the 
new Jordan well and corre-
sponding RO system. 

Water hardness can be de-
scribed as grains per gallon. One part of the existing water plant building was filled with these large blue gravity water filters. During December, 

contractors removed these along with other old pieces of equipment and pipe. This area now is being used for some 
components of the new system.

LPA WATER PLANT UPGRADES 
ALMOST COMPLETE  
Goal with the new system is to produce water that is 7 grains per gallon.

WATER PLANT, PAGE 14
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Mike Gliem, LPA’s water and 
dam supervisor, says under 
the old system, LPA water 
had a hardness of 36 grains 
per gallon. 

“Our goal with the new 
system is to produce water 

that is 7 grains per gallon,” he 
says. “That is typical of what 
the Des Moines Water Works 
and other municipalities of-
fer their water customers.” 

All sampling data indi-
cates the 7 grains per gallon 

goal will be reached in early 
2021, and should remain at 
that level. 

“We’ve received a lot of 
compliments already on 
the quality of the water,” says 
Rutledge. 

Gliem says to reach this lev-
el of softness, the water runs 
through the RO tubes twice, 
using eight the first time and 
four the second time. 

“Then we combine this wa-
ter with 20 percent raw water 

for the finished water provided 
to our customers,” he says. 

“It comes down to person-
al preference,” Gliem says. 
“Some newer water softeners 
will automatically adjust to 
the water and reduce the num-

ber of cycles and salt usage. 
For older softeners, I recom-
mend dialing back the hard-
ness setting until customers 
like the water quality. Some 
homeowners may decide they 

The reverse osmosis (RO) system involves two sets of 12 white tubes. These tubes are the heart of the reverse osmosis process. Water runs through the tubes twice, using eight the first 
time and four the second. Once that process is complete, 20 percent raw water is mixed in to come up with the finished product. 

WATER PLANT
FROM PAGE 13
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don’t even need their water 
softeners anymore.” 

Gliem says LPA continues to 
receive positive feedback from 
members who already have 
reduced their water soften-
ers and are extremely pleased 
with the water quality.

Neither of the two Dakota 
wells are being used now. If 
all continues to go as planned, 
those wells will be plugged, 
capped and covered with fill 
dirt by next spring. 

During December, contrac-
tors were disassembling some 
components of the old plant. 
Large blue water gravity fil-
ters have been removed along 
with other old pieces of equip-
ment and pipe. This area now 
is being used for some com-
ponents of the new system. 
Work is expected to wrap up 
in early 2021. 

Total cost for the entire proj-
ect is $4.7 million. Funding 
for the project is through the 
State Revolving Loan Fund for 
drinking water improvements, 
at a fixed rate of 2 percent in-
terest for 20 years. 

To pay off the loan, LPA 
water bills increased with 
the Oct. 1, 2020, bill by $70 
per quarter, going from $90 
to $160 per quarter. Rut-
ledge says the membership 
has been widely supportive 
of this project. 

“No one likes to see an in-
crease in their expenses,” he 
says. “But we’re pleased to re-
port the increase in rates was 
accompanied by a substantial 
increase in water quality real-
ized by the members. In addi-
tion, the increased reliability 
of this new system provides 
LPA the assurance our system 
can handle demand 365 days 
a year for decades to come.”

Increased focus on LPA 
quarterly water bills has re-
sulted in more awareness of 
how water utilities are billed 
in the state of Iowa. In 2018, 
the Iowa Legislature passed 

a new Water Service Excise 
Tax (WET). 

Prior to this law, the sale 
of water was subject to state 
sales tax. Now WET exempts 
the sale of water service from 
state sales tax but imposes a 6 
percent excise tax on the sale 
of water service. WET tax rev-
enues are allocated by the State 
of Iowa to the water quality 

infrastructure fund and the 
water quality assistance fund.

Rutledge says even with the 
recent rate increase, LPA wa-
ter bills are very comparable 
with other municipalities. 

“LPA members need to know 
the cost of this plant is very 
affordable and will position 
the association for decades 
to come,” he says. n

A control panel for the RO system is along the back wall of the addition built to accommodate the new system. It provides constant information on the 
operating status and includes several taps so water can be drawn and tested as needed. 

WATER PLANT
FROM PAGE 14

“LPA members need to know 
the cost of this plant is very affordable 

and will position the association 
for decades to come.”

— Mike Gliem, LPA’s water and dam supervisor
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